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Art and Culture

1. Kutchi Rabari community - The Hindu

They migrated from Rajasthan via Kutch
and now most of them live in the

About: Okhamandal region of Jamnagar district
They speak ‘Bhopa’ which is a mixture of

L . Gujarati, Kachchi, Marwari words and
anguage: Pharasi (Persian) and use Gujarati script.

Women stand in almost equal status to

Social Structure: that of men.

Kutchi Rabari

1 Sheep breeding and selling of milk. Only a
commu nlty . .. few of them own cultivable agricultural
Economic activity: land.
. They profess Hinduism and are followers of
Faith: Shiva and Shakti.

Music: Their folk songs are called ‘Siya’.
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2. Piracicaba river - The Hindu

Recently, tons of dead fish were found rotting
in the river downstream from where local
authorities say a sugar and ethanol plant

dumped industrial waste. Highly polluted: Ariver of Sao Paulo state in southeastern
About: Brazil.
It runs 115 kilometers from its source to its
mouth on the Tieté River between the
municipalities of Santa Maria da Serra and . . . A tributary of the Tieté River, which it joins in
Barra Bonita Length: Tributary:

the reservoir created by Barra Bonita Dam.

Piracicaba river

Born from the junction of the Atibaia and

Oriain: It extends over an area of 12,531 square
Jaguari rivers, in the municipality of Americana. gin:

kilometers, located in the southeast of the state
of Sao Paulo and extreme south of Minas
Gerais.

Basin:

3. Neva river - The Hindu

A river in northwestern Russia that flows from

About: Lake Ladoga through the western part of
' ) Leningrad Oblast to the Neva Bay of the Gulf
of Finland.
Length: Only ~ 74 kilometers (46 mi)

The river played a vital role in trade between

Trade route: Byzantium and Scandinavia.

Neva river .<

mouth of the Neva River.

Saint Petersburg: { The city of Saint Petersburg is located at the

. ) The Neva is navigable throughout its length and
NaVIgatlon: is part of the Volga-Baltic Waterway and
White Sea-Baltic Canal.

) It is the fourth-largest river in Europe in terms
- DISCharge: of average discharge (after the Volga, the
Danube and the Rhine).
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Society

4. How children win with U-WIN, govt's new online
vaccine portal - Indian Express

Context

On the government’s 100-day health agenda is the countrywide rollout of U-WIN,
an online vaccine management portal for childhood vaccination — similar to
CoWIN used during the Covid-19 pandemic. With digitised and individualised
immunisation records since birth, the government hopes to identify and reach
the small proportion of children currently outside its vaccine net. The platform is
already being piloted in several states, and national implementation is imminent.

U-WIN

Reminders that U-WIN will furnish to parents
are likely to improve compliance.

Ensuring portability: Children who have received
their first vaccines in one village/city can
receive the rest of the doses elsewhere in the
country.

Reduction in errors: If a health worker is about
to administer the wrong dose, or administer the
shot before time, the platform will not allow

them to update it, thereby alerting them. Benefits of U-WIN

Providing granular, individualised details of
childhood immunisation across the country.

Registration at birth may also help in bringing
down the number of “zero dose” children —
those who have not received any vaccinations.

A centralised database, especially in the long-
term, may facilitate better policy-making and
implementation.

Registration:

Children till the age of six years, and pregnant
mothers are registered on U-WIN using
Aadhaar, and their mobile phone numbers.
Upon registration, records of all 25 shots given
to a child & two given to pregnant mothers can
be added.

Digital vaccine certificate:

Aim:

It can be downloaded by parents using their
registered mobile numbers & does away with
the need to maintain the physical vaccination
booklet, and allows one to get vaccinated
anywhere in the country.

To eventually connect all digital records

through ABHA (Ayushman Bharat Health
Account) ID & to the government’s eVIN

platform for inventory management
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5. Will local job quotas pass the legal test? - The
Hindu

Context

The Karnataka State Employment of Local Candidates in the Industries, Factories
and Other Establishments Bill, 2024, which aims to provide reservation for
Kannadigas in the private sector in the State, has been put on hold after severe
backlash from business leaders and industry representatives.

Provisions of Karnataka State Employment of Local Candidates in the
Industries, Factories and Other Establishments Bill, 2024

A person “who is born in the State of
Karnataka and who is domiciled in the State

___ foraperiod of 15 years and who is capable
of speaking, reading and writing Kannada
in a legible way and has passed a required
test conducted by the nodal agency”.

Defines local candidate:

Candidates must have a secondary school

s . certificate with Kannada as a language. If
PI‘OVISIOHS Of Mandate: not, they should pass a Kannada proficiency
test, as specified by the nodal agency
Karn ataka State notified by the government.
Employment of
S S If so, the industries and establishments, in
Local Candidates in Non- availability of qualified or collaboration with the government, should
. suitable local candidates: take steps to train local candidates within
the IndUStI‘IES, three years.
Factories and Other
EStabliShm ents B]_]_]_ If sufficient number of local candidates are
& not available, then an industry or factory or
2 024 ~—— Relaxation in norms: —— other establishments may apply for

relaxation from the provisions of this Act to
the government.

The percentage of local candidates should
not go below 25% in management positions

“—— Minimum quota: = and 50% in non-management categories.
Failure to comply may attract penalties
ranging from ¥10,000 to ¥25,000.

6. The Governor's immunity - Indian Express

Context
The Supreme Court recently agreed to hear a plea seeking to redefine the
contours of the constitutional immunity enjoyed by the Governor of a state.
Article 361 of the Constitution shields the President and Governor from criminal
prosecution, and bars any judicial scrutiny of their actions.
Constitutional Immunity provided to Governors under Article 361
e Origin: The protection can be traced to the Latin maxim rex non potest
peccare or “the king can do no wrong”, which is rooted in English legal
traditions.
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The President, or the Governor of a state, “shall not be answerable to any
court for the exercise and performance of the powers and duties of his
office or for any act done or purporting to be done by him in the exercise
and performance of those powers and duties”, unless it is by Parliament for
impeachment from office.

The provision further says “no criminal proceedings whatsoever shall be
instituted or continued”; “no process for the arrest or imprisonment” can
take place while the President, or the Governor, holds office.

Judicial interpretation

State vs Kalyan Singh & Ors, 2017: Concerning the Babri Masjid demolition
in 1992, the SC said being the Governor, Kalyan Singh ‘“is entitled to
immunity under Article 361 of the Constitution as long as he remains
Governor of Rajasthan. The Court of Sessions will frame charges and move
against him as soon as he ceases to be Governor”.

Vyapam scam: In its ruling, the HC allowed investigation in that FIR
against other accused, while “effacing” the name of the Governor till he
occupied the office. As Yadav died in November 2016, the SC did not rule in
appeal.

Rameshwar Prasad vs Union of India, 2006: In the case, the SC had to
deal with the Governor's immunity in civil cases after recommending the
Bihar Assembly’s dissolution in 2005.
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World Affairs

7. What ICJ said about Israel's occupation of West

Bank and East Jerusalem - Indian Express

Context

The International Court of Justice (ICJ), the United Nations' principal judicial
organ, said recently that Israel's occupation of the West Bank and East Jerusalem
violated international law, and its presence in Palestinian territories should come
to an end “as soon as possible”. Israel has occupied the West Bank and East
Jerusalem since the Six-Day War in 1967. Prior to this, the territories were under
Jordanian control.

Meaning of ‘occupation’ in international law

Definition as per Article 42 of “Hague Convention (IV): A “territory is
considered occupied when it is actually placed under the authority of the
hostile army.” An occupation must only be temporary, and cannot involve
any transfer of sovereignty to the occupying power.

1907 Hague regulations & 4th Geneva Convention of 1949: They
established international legal standards for humanitarian treatment in
war which include providing food and medical care to the population of an
occupied territory. They also prohibit civilian transfers of population in the
territory, and the use of or threat of force.

On prolonged occupation

No time limit: Since international law does not specify any temporal limit
for an occupation, the ICJ noted that the legal status of an occupation
cannot be determined by how long a territory has been occupied.

What affects the legality of said occupation: The occupying power’s
“policies and practices and the manner in which they are implemented
and applied on the ground”.

On settlement policy

Pushed Palestinians to leave parts of occupied territories against their
will: This violates Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention which
provides that “The Occupying Power shall not deport or transfer parts of its
own civilian population into the territory it occupies”;

Breaches Articles 46 (protection of private property), 52 (general
protection of civilian objects), and 55 (protection of the natural
environment) of the Hague regulations

Fails to follow Article 43 of the Hague regulations: |t mandates
occupying powers, “unless absolutely prevented”, to respect the law in force
in the occupied territories.

On annexation of palestinian territories

Annexation: Permanent control over an occupied territory.
Impact of Israel annexation: Apart from the maintenance and expansion
of settlements, these include the exploitation of Palestine’'s natural
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resources, the proclamation of Jerusalem as lIsrael's capital, and the
application of Israeli domestic law in East Jerusalem and the West Bank.
On discriminatory legislation and measures
e The court observed that Israel's policies serve to maintain
“near-complete separation” in the occupied territories between the
settlers and Palestinians in clear violation of Article 3 (the obligation to
eradicate apartheid and practices of racial segregation) of ICERD.
On self-determination
e Palestinian people has been deprived of its right to self-determination
over a long period, and further prolongation of these policies and practices
undermines the exercise of this right in the future,” in contravention to the
fundamental principles of international law, the court said.
On future course of action
e The ICJ said that Israel is under the obligation to immediately end its
illegal occupation, cease new settlement activities and evacuate settlers
from the occupied territories, and make reparation to all affected people for
the damage caused.
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Sci and Tech

8. Nipah Virus - The Hindu

NIPAH VIRUS (NIV) INFECTION ISA NEWLY EMERGING ZOONOQSIS
THAT CAUSES SEVERE DISEASE IN BOTH ANIMALS AND HUMANS

NiV first identified Fruit bats are
in 1998 during an Q natural hosts
outbreak in Malaysia of NiV

PREVIOUS OUTBREAKS IN INDIA

Jan-Feb, 2001 Siliguri (WB) April, 2007 Nadia (WB)
i , Fatality
Cases:§ " pate

Bl Deatrs 5

HOWITIS

TRANSMITTED

/ Natural host:
By consuming Fruit bats

¢« fruitseatenby

, e infected bats
‘ R J and birds %>
. )

Through contact Transmission of NiV to humans
.WEQHN*T' may occur after direct contact with
n Peopie infected bats and pigs
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9. Dyson sphere - The Hindu

e About: A hypothetical
megastructure that would
encompass a star and capture
a large percentage of its solar
power output.

e Origin: The concept of a
Dyson sphere was first
proposed by physicist
Freemman Dyson in 1960.
Dyson himself considered a
solid shell around a star to be
impractical, and instead
envisioned a cloud of orbiting
objects that would collect
solar power. This is sometimes
referred to as a Dyson swarm.

10. PC emulator - The Hindu

Context
Apple approved a PC emulator for iOS for the first time this week. The move will
allow users to run classic software, mostly games on iOS, iPadOS and visionOS.
Earlier this year, Apple updated its App Store guidelines to allow retro game
console emulators, mini games, and HTML5 mini apps on iPhones.
PC emulator
e About: A software that allows a computer device to emulate another
software. The difference in how a device operates allows it to run and use
software designed for other, previously, incompatible devices.
e Application: Emulators are commonly used to run applications designed
for different operating systems, play video games from older consoles, and
test software across different platforms.
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Rajasthan Current Affairs

1. Kalraj Mishra to remain the Governor of Rajasthan till the new appointment

Kalraj Mishra will continue to be the governor of Rajasthan.

His five years as Governor are completing on 22 July.

He was made the Governor of Himachal on July 22. He was sworn in as
Governor of Rajasthan on 9 September 2019. According to Article 156 of the
Constitution and the foregoing provisions, the tenure of the Governor is
fixed for 5 years from the date of assumption of office, but he will continue
in office until his successor is appointed.

Padmaja Naidu holds the record for serving as Governor for the longest
period. She remained the Governor of West Bengal for 11 years.

2. Tripartite MoU for Kota Airport

On July 19, 2024, a tripartite MOU was signed between the Airport
Authority, Urban Development Department and Civil Aviation Department
for Kota Greenfield Airport.

For this, the state government will provide free land for the airport and the
responsibility of construction, development and operation will be on the
airport authority.

Detailed Project Report (DPR) is being prepared for Kota Greenfield Airport.
During this, AAl Chairman Sanjeev Kumar, Additional Chief Secretary to the
Chief Minister and Civil Aviation Shikhar Agarwal and Principal Secretary to
the Urban Development and Housing Department T. Ravikant signed the
MoU for the construction of Kota Greenfield Airport.

Construction of Greenfield Airport in Kota will provide air facilities to the
residents of Hadoti.

3. Domestic gas pipeline will be laid in 8 cities of Rajasthan

Domestic gas pipeline will be laid by the Mines and Petroleum Department
in Rajasthan.

Under this, on July 19, a meeting was held by the Mines and Petroleum
Department with 13 CGD institutions supplying CNG.

In this, a target has been set to lay 2,000 km long pipeline in 8 cities
including Jaipur-Kota in the financial year.

Under this, a target has been set to provide 1 lakh domestic connections.

In this, pipelines will be laid in Jaipur, Kota, Alwar, Jodhpur, Udaipur, Bundi,
Ajmer and Pali.

Apart from this, land and other facilities will be provided on priority for CNG,
PNG and LNG in the industrial areas of Rico and the newly constructed
parks of Rico.



