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Art and Culture

1. Assam's 700-yr-old Moidams to be considered for
World Heritage List - Indian Express

Context

The 700-year-old mound-burial system of the Ahom dynasty — the Moidams from
Assam — will be considered for nomination on the World Heritage List next week
during the 46th session of the World Heritage Committee (WHC) in New Delhi
recently. If the nomination comes through, it will become the first cultural site on
the prestigious list from the northeastern region.

Moidams

[ Moidams

Significance: Status:

They represent the late medieval (13th-19th It enshrines the mortal remains of the Out of 386 Maidams or Moidams explored
century CE) mound burial tradition of the members of the Ahom royalty. so far, 90 royal burials at Charaideo are the
Tai Ahom community in Charaideo region best preserved.

in Assam.

Ahom Kingdom

1228 in the Brahmaputra valley of Assam by
Chaolung Sukapha, a 13th century ruler.

Establishment:

The Ahoms ruled the land till the province was
annexed to British India in 1826 with the signing
of the Treaty of Yandaboo.

Ahom Kingdom . Society practicing forced labout: ;2@? forced to work for the state were called

A khel often controlled several villages.

It consisted of infantry, navy, artillery,
elephantry, cavalry and spies.
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2. Enemy Property - The Hindu

Context

The Indian government has begun to auction properties belonging to erstwhile
citizens of the country who now hold Pakistani and Chinese passports. Uttar
Pradesh has the maximum number of estates classified as ‘enemy properties’.

Enemy Property

About:

Those immovable and moveable assets
which were left behind by people who took
citizenship of Pakistan and China after
leaving India during the partition and post
the 1962 and 1965 wars.

Components:

Other than real estate, enemy property
may also include bank accounts, shares,
gold, and other assets of such individuals.

Jurisdiction:

The enemy properties are vested with the
Custodian of Enemy Property for India
(CEP1), an authority created under the
Enemy Property Act, 1968,

Highest no. of enemy properties:

Uttar Pradesh (5,982) has the highest
number of enemy properties, followed by
West Bengal (4,354).
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World Affairs

3. Israeli occupation of Palestinian territory ‘illegal,
says UN top court - The Hindu

Context

The United Nation's top court said in a sweeping opinion recently that Israel’s
decades-long occupation of Palestinian territory was “illegal” and needed to end
as soon as possible. The advisory opinion by The Hague-based International Court
of Justice (ICJ) was immediately slammed as a “decision of lies” by Israel, but
welcomed by the Palestinian presidency which called it “historic”.

International Court of Justice (ICJ)/ World Court

About: The principal judicial organ of the United Nations (UN) established

in June 1945 by the Charter of the UN and began work in April 1946.

Seat of the Court: Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands) (Of the six

principal organs of the UN, it is the only one not located in New York,

United States).

o

Official Languages: French and English
Functions: ICJ may entertain two types of cases:
First, it can act as a dispute settlement body between two member

States in what are called “contentious cases” like land frontiers,

maritime boundaries,

territorial

sovereignty, n

on-use of force,

violation of international humanitarian law, non-interference in the
internal affairs of States and diplomatic relations.

Second, it can accept
requests to issue an
advisory opinion on a
legal guestion
referred to it by aUN
body or specialized
agency.

Decisions: The court's
judgments in contentious
cases are final and binding
on the parties to a case, and
without appeal but advisory
opinions are not binding.
Composition: It consists of

ICJ vs. ICC

; International Court of Justice (IC])

La Cour Internationale de Justice (CI])

International Criminal Court (ICC) ]
La Cour pénale internationale (CPI)

Year Court
Established

1946

2002

UN-Relationship

Official court of the U.N.,
commonly referred to as the "World
Court."

Independent. May receive case
referrals from the UN Security
Council.

Location

The Hague, The Netherlands

The Hague, The Netherlands

Types of Cases

Contentious between parties &
Advisory opinions

Criminal prosecution of individuals

Subject Matter

Sovereignty, boundary, & maritime
disputes, trade, natural resources,
lhuman rights, treaty violations,
treaty interpretation, and more.

Genocide, crimes against humanity,
lwar crimes, crimes of aggression

Funding

[UN-funded.

Assessed contribution from state
parties to the Rome Statute;
voluntary contributions from the
IU.N.; voluntary contributions from
governments, international

organizations, individuals,
corporations and other entities.

15 judges, all from different countries, who are elected to nine-year terms by
majority votes in the UN General Assembly and the Security Council.

eligible for reelection.

Re-election: The judges, Y5 rd of whom are elected every three years, are



Samyak

An Institute For Civil Services

Economy

4. Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL) canal - The Hindu

e About: A proposed 2l4-kilometre-long canal connecting Sutlej and

Yamuna rivers

e Significance: The canal, once completed, will enable sharing of the waters

of the rivers Ravi and Beas between Haryana and Punjab.

Himachal Pradesh

Bhakra Dam

Nangal Dam Govind Sagar

Yamuna-Sutlej
link head
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5. Prakasam Barrage - The Hindu

e About: Conceptualized by East India Company.
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e River: It is constructed across the Krishna river near Vijayawada in the state

of Andhra Pradesh.
Krishna River

Basava Sagar Dam

Nagarjuna Sagar Dam . . ,
- < Major dams on Krishna River

Srisailam Dam
Prakasham Barrage ;

"Rice Granary of India” Krishana-Godavaridelta

The 3rd-longest river in India. after the
Ganges and Godavari, and the 4th-largest
river in terms of water inflows and river
basin area after the Ganges. Indus and
Godavari.

About:

Kudali (Niranjna) Venna, Koyna,
Panchganga, Dudhaganga, Ghataprabha,
Malaprabha, Tungabhadra (largest
tributary).

Right Bank tributaries:

Bhima (longest tributary), Dindi,
Peddavagu. Musi, Paleru, Munneru.

Left Bank tributaries:

Major source of irrigation in Maharashtra.

Karnataka, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh Slgnlﬁcance:

\ /

Krishna River

Total length ofthe river: About 1,400 kilometres

Mouth: Bay of Bengal.

It extends over Andhra Pradesh.

Krishna Basin: Maharashtra and Karnataka

Balaghat range - north.

Borders: / Eastern Ghats - South and the East.

/\

\ ‘Western Ghats - West.

It rises from the Western Ghats in the
Satara district of Maharashtranear

or:l.g:l.l'l.: Mahabaleshwar.

6. Windows outage: How a faulty software update hit

businesses globally - Indian Express

Context

A major disruption in Microsoft Corp’s cloud services recently caused
service disruptions to a number of businesses around the world, including

in India.
Reasons for the outage

e Configuration change in a portion of its Azure (Microsoft's cloud

computing platform)

backend workloads which

resulted in

connectivity failures that affected Microsoft 365 services dependent

on these connection

S.

e Software update issued by US cybersecurity firm CrowdStrike for
Windows systems, which ended up malfunctioning and caused
system downtimes specific to Falcon, one of the company’'s main
software products, which is deeply embedded with the Windows

operating system.
Falcon
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Falcon

About: The “endpoint detection and response” (EDR) complex software.

Function: To monitor activity on computers on which it is installed, and constantly scan them

. for any potential threats such as malware.

Falcon first gets access to deep details of a system like the communications that

. computers are sending over the internet, programs they are running, & files opened.
Mechanism:

Since a number of businesses use systems which run on Windows, Falcon is deeply

embedded within those systems.

Sectors in India impacted by the
outage

Awiation sector:

Hundreds of flights were delayed, and several
cancelled, as airline operators found their
systems inoperational.

Banking and non-banking sector:

In India, ~ ten banks and NBFCs faced minor
disruptions, which have either been resolved or
are being resolved.

Windows PC-users:

Their systems simply did not start up beyond a
blue screen displaying an error message.

Government’s response
Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (Cert-In): It issued an
advisory regarding workarounds to the issue.
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Environment

7. India  plans to enter into carbon crediting
mechanism with Japan - The Hindu

Context

India is looking to enter into a carbon trading and carbon credit
adjustment mechanism with Japan. The two countries plan to sign a
Memorandum of Cooperation for setting up a Joint Crediting Mechanism
(JCM) with emission- reduction credits being shared.

New Mechanism

e About: In it, carbon credits will be ‘allocated through a structured
process’ and there will be a ‘registry to track these credits”.

e Allocation: The credits will be allocated to the respective registries of
India and Japan & can subsequently be used towards the Nationally
Determined Contribution of both countries.

e Significance: It will “boost job creation by attracting investments in
low-carbon and clean technologies”.

Carbon Trading

Emissions Cap

/
Used Permits
Enterprise A sells permits
Enterprise B buy permits = N
H [T
Hill
Enterprise A Enterprise B

e About: The process of buying and selling permits and credits that
allow the permit holder to emit carbon dioxide.

e A market-based system: It is aimed at reducing GHG that
contribute to global warming, particularly CO2 emitted by burning
fossil fuels.

e Emissions trading scheme (cap-and-trade system): It sets a

regulatory ceiling or ‘cap’ on greenhouse gas emissions being
regulated under the scheme.
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e Right to emit a tonne of CO2: It is often referred to as a carbon
‘credit’ or carbon ‘allowance’.

e 2 types of carbon markets: Compliance and Voluntary.

e Examples: European Union's Emissions Trading System(ETS) & the
Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), adopted under the Kyoto
Protocol in 1997.

8. Phlogacanthus Sudhansusekharii - The Hindu

Context

Researchers from the Botanical Survey of India (BSI) have discovered a new
plant species from a wildlife sanctuary in Arunachal Pradesh, officials said.
‘Phlogacanthus Sudhansusekharii’, is the plant species recently discovered
from Itanagar Wildlife Sanctuary in Papum Pare district.

Phlogacanthus Sudhansusekharii

Phlogacanthus Discovery: Itanagar Wildlife Sanctuary in Papum Pare

T district, Al hal Pradesh.
Sudhansusekharii St Arunachal Frades

A newly discovered plant species which
belongs to the family ‘Acanthaceae’ and
the 'Phlogacanthus’ genus.

Named after Dr. Sudhansu Sekhar Dash, a

P scientist at the BSI, for his “significant
Naming: contribution” to plant and ecological
research in the Indian Himalayan region.
Itanagar Wildlife Sanctuary
Tigers, leopards, clouded )
leopards, elephants, barking A protected area located in
deer, sambar, and various Naharlagun, near the capital city

species of primates such as of Arunachal Pradesh.

hooleck gibbons and macaques.

140.30 sq. km.

Itanagar Wildlife
Sanctuary

A heterogenous mixture of
evergreen and semi-evergreen
forest types.

Pam River - east
Pachin - south
Borders: Neorochi - north-east

Chingke stream - north
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Miscellaneous

9. 60 mcg/litre uranium in drinking water safe: Study -

Indian Express

Context

A new study by scientists from the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) has
concluded that concentration of uranium, a radioactive substance, up to 60
micrograms per litre (millionth of a gram per litre or ug/l) in drinking water was
entirely safe, suggesting that the recently formulated “more stringent” national
standard of 30 ug/l could be counterproductive. For years, the acceptable level of
uranium concentration in drinking water in India was 60 pg/l — set by the
country’s nuclear safety watchdog, Atomic Energy Regulatory Board (AERB).

Atomic Energy Regulatory Board (AERB)

The DAE will provide the
necessary administrative support
to the AERB in regard to its
budget, parliamentary work and
establishment etc.

The Board shall be responsible to
the Atomic Energy Commission.

The total no. including the
Chairman and Member-Secretary
shall not exceed five.
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Atomic Energy
Regulatory Board
(AERB)

Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC)

Generating knowledge and
techniques for nuclear power
production, advancement of nuclear
science, use of radioisotopes in
industry, health, and agriculture, and
research in S&T.

Design and development of nuclear
reactors, fuel cycle technologies,

November |5, 1983 by the
President of India by exercising
the powers conferred by the
Atomic Energy Act, 1962.

Derived from the rules and
notifications promulgated under
Atomic Energy Act & Environment
(Protection) Act, |986.
Regulatory authority:

To ensure the use of ionizing

radiation and nuclear energy in
India does not cause undue risk
to the health of people and the

v environment.
Mission:

A multi-disciplinary research centre
with extensive infrastructure for
advanced research and development
covering the entire spectrum nuclear
science and engineering and related

radiation protection, and safety . i About: areas.
systems. Functions: S
Offers various training programs for
scientists, engineers, and technicians Headquarters: X
in the areas of nuclear science and Trombay, Mumbai, Maharashtra.
technology.
- Department of Atomic Energy which
Dr. Homi Jehangir Bhabha conceived Bhabha Atomic Nodal Department: is directly overseen by the Prime
the nuclear program in India. Research Centre - Minister of India.
Dr. Bhabha established the Tata (BARC)
:r}sut:is;tti%;::;gi?ﬁcctlaé;e;;irniz It is the research backbone of the
; Nuclear Power Corporation of India
research in 1945. Significance- (NPCIL), which operates all nuclear
To intensify the effort to exploit ’ ) power reactors in India.
nuclear energy for the benefit of the Hist )
nation, Dr. Bhabha established the Istory:

Atomic Energy Establishment,
Trombay (AEET), in January 1954 for
a multidisciplinary research program
essential for the ambitious nuclear
program of India.

After the death of Bhabha in 1966,
AEET was renamed Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre (BARC).
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10. National Archives of India - Indian Express

The custodian of the records of

Public records, private papers, enduring value of the Government of

oriental records, cartographic About:

records, and microfilms, which India.
constitute an invaluable source of
information for scholars, A
administrators and users of archives. Has many records: March 11, 1891, at Calcutta
— (Kolkata) as the Imperial Record
. . Department. It was transferred 1o
National Archives of Establishment: New Delhi in 1911.
An attached office of the Ministry of .. . India
Culture, Government of India. Ministry: ‘ . _—
” N . The biggest archival repository in
Significance: South Asia.

11. Khelo India Rising Talent Identification (KIRTI)
Program - PIB

Context

As the Paris Olympics draws near, the Government's ambitious Khelo India Rising
Talent Identification (KIRTI) program is set to get a fresh boost under the
leadership of the Union Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports and Labour &
Employment. The first phase of KIRTI was launched in Chandigarh on March 12
this year.

Khelo India Rising Talent Identification (KIRTI) Program

Target group:

School children between nine and 18
years age group.

Khel.o India To hunt talent from every nook and
- . corner of the country
Rlsmg Talent Major objectives:
To use sports as a tool to curb
Identification addiction towards drugs and other
gadgetry distractions.
(KIRTI) Program

To conduct 20 lakh assessments
. across the country throughout the
Aim: FY 2024-25 to identify talent
through notified Talent Assessment
Centres.

12. NFDC and Netflix Partner to Launch “The
Voicebox” - an Upskilling Program for Voice-over
Artists in India - PIB

Context
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National Film Development Corporation (NFDC), a public sector enterprise under
the aegis of the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MolB), have joined
hands with Netflix India to launch an upskilling program for voice-over artists in
India called “The Voicebox".

Voicebox Programme

It will offer Recognition of Prior Learning
(RPL) training for voice-over artists focusing

About: ——on English, Hindi, Marathi, Bengali,
Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu and Gujarati
languages.

VOj.C eb 0OX Professionals, preferably women, with over
PRNE TS PO 2 years of experience in media &
Ehglhlhty' entertainment, who want to enhance their

PI‘OgI'amme voice-over skills.

Sponsored by the Netflix Fund for Creative
Equity, which has dedicated $100 million a
year over five years to setting
underrepresented communities.

Funding:

National Film Development Corporation (NFDC)

A public sector enterprise under
the aegis of the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting

About: (MolB).
. . Establishment: 1975 by the Government of India.
National Film
Development
Corporation (NFDC) Planning and promoting an

organized, efficient, and
L integrated development of the
Objective: Indian film industry.




