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Art and Culture

1. Vishalgad Fort - The Hindu

There is a dargah (shrine) of Peer
Shabadsha Malik Rehan Baba

located within the fort complex. Religious significance:

It provided a watchtower over the
surrounding areas and controlled the

route between Bijapur and Pune. Strateglc |mportance:

N\

Other names: Vishalgarh, Khelna or Khilna

A historic fort located in the Sahyadri
mountain ranges, about 76 km north-

Vishalgad Fort ]

) west of Kolhapur in Maharashtra,
About: India.

/

It was under the Bahmani rule when
it belonged to the Shirke clan.

During that period it was known by
the name Khelna.

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj escaped
to Vishalgad after being besieged at
Panhala Fort in 1660

History:

It was also one of the forts of
Kolhapur State that participated in a
rebellion against a British-installed
regentin 1844.

2. Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) - The Hindu

Archaeological

Survey of India (ASI)

The premier organization for the

About: —— archaeological researches and protection
of the cultural heritage of the country.
To maintain the archaeological sites,
Objective: ancient monuments, and remains of
national importance.
Headquarters: New Delhi.
Establishment: -——In 1861 by Alexander Cunningham.

It regulates all archaeological
activities as per the provisions of
the Ancient Monuments and

Statutory backing: =—— Archaeological Sites and Remains

Act, 1958. It also regulates
Antiquities and Art Treasure Act,
1972.

Nodal Ministry: = Ministry of Culture.
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3.San Fermin festival/ Running of the Bulls - The
Hindu

San Fermin
festival

Dates: Starting and ending: m

A weelk-long annual traditional The celebrations start at noon on A firework (chupinazo) starts the The festival honors Saint Fermin,
celebration held annually in the July 6 and continue until midnight celebrations and the popular song the co-patron of Navarre. The
city of Pamplona, Navarre, Spain. on July 14. Pobre de mi is sung at the end. modern form of the festival began

in the 16th century.
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4. Money Bill and Financial Bills - The Hindu

Money Bill:
Money Bill

Article 110: Article 109: Certification:

It defines a money Bill as one
containing provisions dealing with
taxes, regulation of government's
borrowing, and expenditure or

It delineates the procedure for the
passage of such a Bill and confers
an overriding authority on the Lok
Sabha in the passage of money Bills.

The Speaker certifies a Bill as a
Money Bill, & his decision is final.

receipt of money from
Consolidated Fund of India, among
others.

Finance Bill:

Finance Bill

Meaning: Importance: Article 117:

Any Bill that relates to revenue or
expenditure is a financial Bill. A
money Bill is also a specific type of
financial Bill, that must deal only
with matters specified in Article 110
(1) (a) to (g).

They are responsible for the fiscal
matters such as government
spending or revenue. It specifies the
amount of money to be spent by
the government and the way it is to
be spent.

It deals with the special provisions
relating to financial Bills.

Difference Between Money Bills and Financial Bills

Money Bills Financial Bills

Financial Bill-1 Financial Bill-1l
Article 117(1) deals with Finance Bill |Article 117(3) deals with Finance
Bills-1

They contain provisions involving

Article 110 deals with money bills.

They deal with ‘only’ provisions
mentioned in Article 110.

They contain not only any or all the
matters mentioned in Article 110, expenditure from Consolidated Fund
but also other matters of general of India, but not included in Article
legislation. 110.

Speaker decides whether a bill is a
money bill or not.

Does not require certification of
speaker.

Does not require certification of
speaker.

They can be introduced only in Lok
Sabha.

President’s recommendation is
needed 1o introduce them.

They can be introduced only in Lok
Sabha.

President’s recommendation is
needed to introduce them.

They can be introduced in both
houses.

President’s recommendation not
needed.

It cannot be amended or rejected by |It can be amended or rejectad by the |It can be amended or rejected by the
the Rajya Sabha. Rajya Sabha. Rajya Sabha.

President can either accept or reject |President can return it for President can return it for

a money bill but cannot return it for |reconsideration. reconsideration.

reconsideration.

No provision for joint sitting of both [President can summon the joint
the houses to resolve the deadlock. [sitting of the two houses.

President can summon the joint

sitting of the two houses.
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5. Rules for civil servants - Indian Express

Context

The Centre recently constituted a 1 -member committee under Department of
Personnel and Training (DoPT) to examine all documents submitted by
probationary IAS officer Puja Khedkar to secure her candidature in civil services.

Rules on ‘integrity’ of services
AlL IAS, Indian Police Service (IPS)

Officers may accept gifts from and Indian Forest Service officers
“near relatives” or “personal are governed by these rules from
friends” with whom they have “no the time they are allotted their

official dealings”, on “weddings, service, and begin training.
anniversaries, funerals and
religious functions". However,
they must report any gift whose

value exceeds Rs 25,000.
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(Con?u;'ﬂ Rules: :

KIS
4

Every member of the Service
shall at all times maintain
absolute integrity and devotion
to duty and shall do nothing
which is unbecoming of a member
of the Service.

“ Ry
v

high ethical standards, integrity
and honesty;

Fer e

Rules on 'integrity’

2 sl Fad 5 ol
7 AlS (Conduct) Rule 3(1)" -

of services

political neutrality;

accountability and transparency; Defines "unbecoming”; it states

(00 Akandl 7 i 2 2 20 Al " :
responsiveness to the public, " Other sOb-r({es: Officers , fhﬂfl:fﬂcers_ F:tust no} 1:usf_!. their
particularly to the weaker 7 should m}jntain /e position or influence" to "secure

/ / / employment for any member of

sections; his family with any private

undertaking or NGO".

- e 7y v
courtesy and good behaviour e nl.(_l): /

with the public.

Y
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Rules for probationers

It lasts for at least 2 years after
selection to the services &
includes the period of the

Probation period: officers’ training at LBSNAA. After
2 years, they take exam, clearing
which they are confirmed in
their respective services.

-

. 'S
Rules for probationers the central government finding
the probationer “ineligible for

recruitment” or “unsuitable to be
a member of” the service;

probationer "wilfully” neglecting
her probationary studies or
duties;

probationer lacking in "gqualities

~ | of mind and character” needed
for the service

L




6. ICAR to release 323 new varieties of 56 crops today -

The Hindu

Context

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) launched its “one scientist, one
product” programme to improve research in the field of agriculture and animal
husbandry. The council will announce release of 323 varieties of 56 crops,
including cereals, oilseeds, forage crops, & sugarcane, on its 96th foundation day.
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Economy

These crops include 289 climate-resilient varieties and 27 bio-fortified varieties.
One scientist, one product programme

e About: ICAR had given a target to all 5,521 scientists under the institution to
come up with a product, technology, model, concept or good publication.
At the beginning of every year, the scientist or a group of scientists will

have to identify the product, and the ICAR will map the work.
e Duration: The scheme will work for five years.
Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)

Indian Council of
Agricultural
Research (ICAR)

Establishment:

16 July 1929 as a registered
society under the Societies
Registration Act, 1860.

About:

Headquarters:

Significance:

An autonomeous organisation
under the Department of
Agricultural Research and
Education (DARE), Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare,
Government of India.

New Delhi.

It is one of the largest national
agricultural systems in the world
& is the apex body for
coordinating, guiding and
managing research and
education in agricultural
sciences in the entire country.
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7. Spade-toothed whales - The Hindu

The species was first described in
1872 from fossilized jaw fragments

found on the Chatham Islands, New .
Zealand. Discovery:

They are likely deep divers that feed

One of the rarest and least known
About: species of beaked whales.

Scientific Name: Mesoplodon traversii

on squid and deep-sea fish Diet: .
Famll.y: Ziphiidae (beaked whales)
Known from the South Pacific, with
rare strandings reported in New " P '
Zealand and Chile Distribution: Common Name: Spade-toothed whale
Spade-toothed whales
Believed to inhabit deep oceanic Habitat: Adult spade-toothed whales are
waters. - Size: estimated to reach lengths of
1z€: around 5- 55 meters (16-18 feet).

They likely have a dark dorsal side

and a lighter underside, similar to Col tion: Like other beaked whales, they have

other beaked whales. oloration: a streamlined body and a

pronounced beak. Their teeth,
Appearance: E;;g;:wrly in males, are spade-
[
. & SouthhAmeri
lia
New Zadisnd Robinson
W <onian Crusoe Island m
_White Island — 1850s - 1986
7 Opape, Bay of Plenty — 2010

m Chatham Island — 1872
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Sci and Tech

8.100 years of EEG: how does it work and what is its
significance? - The Hindu

Context

This year is the centenary of the first human EEG, produced by German
physiologist Hans Berger.

Invention of EEG

British physician Richard Caton

reported evidence of electrical

activity in the brains of monkeys Vladimir Pravdich-Neminsky

and rabbits. produced the first mammalian
EEG, of a dog's brain.

Invention of EEG 1900: 1912:
His Polish peer Adolf Beck found Berger succeeded Neminsky with
evidence of fluctuating activity in the human counterpart He is also
the brains of dogs and rabbits credited with inventing the EEG,
when he stimulated their senses. naming it, and introducing its utility.

Electroencephalography (EEG)

Electroencephalography (EEG)

Meanina: ‘Electro-' pertains to electricity: ~encephalo-' refers to the
g brain; and -graphy’' is a suffix meaning to show or to represent.
For neuroscience, cognitive psychology, neurolinguistics, and

Uses: neuromarketing studies and to develop brain-computer
interfaces.

EEC measures electrical activity in the brain generated by
neurons. When a neuron produces electrical activity, charged
particles will move through all these media before reaching
electrodes.
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9. Two stealth frigates being built in Russia set to be
delivered soon - The Hindu

Context

After a series of delays, two stealth frigates under construction in Russia for the
Indian Navy are set to be delivered soon. Construction and deliveries were delayed
due to COVID-19, the war in Ukraine and Western sanctions.

The Frigates

e Names of ships: First ship is Tushil & the second ship is Tamal.

e October 2016: India and Russia signed an inter-governmental agreement
for the four stealth frigates, two directly imported and two to be
manufactured by Goa Shipyard Ltd. (GSL).

e Current status: The Indian Navy already operates six of these frigates
weighing around 4,000 tonnes each.
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10. Vikram Misri - The Hindu £ 0RO LG g

e \eteran diplomat Vikram Misri, India’s former W
envoy to Beijing and an expert on China, took
over as the foreign secretary recently after
Vinay Kwatra completed his tenure over the
weekend.

e Misri, an officer of the 1989 batch of the Indian
Foreign Service (IFS) who has the rare
distinction of serving as private secretary to
three prime ministers, last held the post of
deputy national security adviser.




