
 

 
1 

 

Self-Review Guide for UPSC Mains Answer 

Writing  

Reviewing your own answers is essential for improvement, as it helps identify one’s strengths 

and weaknesses. Avoid repeating mistakes by seeking feedback and comparing your answers 

with peers or model solutions. 

Steps for Effective Self-Review 

1. Preliminary Steps 

o Reread the question to ensure that its demand is understood  

o Ensure the answer is neat, well-structured, and free from unnecessary 

corrections. 

2. Presentation and Structure 

o Maintain neat handwriting, proper spacing, and avoid overwriting. 

o Structure answers in points or subheadings, particularly for GS papers 1, 2, and 3. 

o A well-structured answer reduces the evaluator’s effort and improves scoring. 

3. Key Components of the Answer 

o Introduction: Cover all aspects of the question in 2–3 lines, avoiding generic 

definitions by using facts, current examples etc.  

o Body: Address every part of the question as missed out segment could result in a 

proportional deduction of marks. 

o Examples: Support key points with examples (at least 3–4) to make answer 

more effective  

o Conclusion: Always provide a value-added conclusion, not a mere summary or 

repetition example – quotations, important indexes etc.  

4. Assessment Criteria 

o Evaluate for clarity, coherence, conciseness, relevance, and consistency. 

o Deduct marks for missing examples, poor presentation, or illegible handwriting. 

o Answers with relevant context well-aligned components (intro, body, and 

conclusion) should score around 60% of the total marks. 

5. General Guidelines 

o Focus more on communicating ideas effectively; grammatical errors can be 

overlooked if the content is clear. 

o Draw inspiration from well-written answers of other aspirants but avoid copying 

their style completely. 

Benefits of Self-Review 

1. Facilitates Revision 

o Self-review helps reinforce knowledge due to revisiting of key concepts and 

topics covered in the answers. 

2. Improves Answer-Writing Skills 

o Regular self-evaluation sharpens writing techniques, aiding in crafting 

coherent and structured responses. 
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3. Encourages Introspection 

o Self-review fosters critical thinking, as aspirants assess the strengths and 

weaknesses in their answers. 

o It provides insights into gaps in knowledge or presentation, enabling targeted 

efforts for improvement. 

4. Enhances Content and Presentation 

o Through careful evaluation, aspirants can refine content by adding examples, 

improving clarity, and making the response more concise. 

o Better presentation, including neat handwriting, structured points, and 

logical flow, increases overall effectiveness in answer writing. 

Importance of Presentation and Overall Impression 

 Poor presentation and illegible handwriting can significantly impact the marks 

awarded. Ensure clarity and neatness to avoid deductions of marks as extra 0.25 

marks in every question matters. 

 A positive overall impression is achieved when all elements—content, structure, 

clarity, and presentation—are in harmony. 

Start incorporating self-review into your preparation strategy today. It’s a valuable tool for 

improvement. 

However, we remain committed to providing constructive feedback to help refine your 

answers. Wishing you success in your journey towards success in competitive exam! 

Note 

Our goal is to empower you with the tools and strategies needed to write impactful 

answers. Remember, consistent practice and introspection are key to mastering the 

art of answer-writing. 

This post serves as a preliminary guide for aspirants to self-evaluate their answers. 

While UPSC may have its own approach to assessment, the points outlined above 

broadly align with the expectations for writing effective descriptive answers or 

mini-essays. 


