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Assess whether India's successful demonstration of ASAT capability marks
a shift in global space power dynamics. Evaluate concerns that such tests
may lead to the militarisation of outer space and trigger an arms race
among spacefaring nations. (150 words)

India conducted its first successful Anti-Satellite (ASAT) test under Mission Shakti in Low
Earth Orbit (LEO) in 2022 which made India the fourth country after the US, Russia, and
China to demonstrate this capability.

Strategic Importance of ASAT Development

Enhances deterrence by protecting India’s growing space assets from enemy missile
threats.

Empowers India to target enemy satellites during wartime, affecting communication and
military operations.

Demonstrates ballistic missile defence capabilities by intercepting fast, high-altitude LEO
objects.

Ensures command, control, and space-based ISR (intelligence, surveillance,
reconnaissance), preventing strategic vulnerabilities against adversaries like China.
Strengthens national security, economy, and infrastructure in the space domain.

Concerns

Fears of a space arms race arise, with nations possibly replicating such technology,
including rogue states and rivals like Pakistan.

However, such concerns are misplaced, as major powers like the US and France are
already developing space forces, reflecting evolving security realities.

India’s ASAT was a defensive capability demonstration, aligning with international law.
India remains committed to peaceful space use, adhering to the 1967 Outer Space Treaty
and supporting the UNGA resolution on No First Placement of Weapons in Space.

Hence, though ASAT proves to be an asset to the country, it also places India at crossroads
with its immediate and hostile neighbours, Pakistan and China. However, in the long run, it
can prove to be a deterrent to curb any illicit advances from these countries.
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