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""A digitally empowered India demands a robust cybersecurity ecosystem."'
Examine the key challenges confronting cybersecurity in the country and
recommend measures to enhance cyber talent and institutional capabilities.
(250 words)

The goal of Digital India is to transform India into a digitally empowered
society and knowledge economy. However, the transition to a Digital India
comes with a new set of vulnerabilities. With India being the 3rd largest internet
user base, cyber threats have grown significantly. CERT-In recorded a fourfold
increase in incidents between 2017-18. Major attacks include Union Bank heist,
WannaCry, and Zomato data breach.

Challenges to Cybersecurity

Absence of National Cyber Architecture: Lack of unified strategy
weakens threat assessment and response.

Skilled Workforce Gap: Demand for cybersecurity experts far exceeds
supply despite a large IT talent pool.

Insecure Devices: Less than 1% of users access high-security mobile
phones.

Reliance on Imports: Foreign hardware/software may carry embedded
vulnerabilities.

Awareness Deficit: Limited knowledge of cyber laws and threats among
individuals and corporations.

Strengthening Cyber Expertise

Update Cyber Policy: A revised National Cyber Security Policy is
needed to match evolving threats.

Integrated Governance: Define clear roles for agencies and enhance
state-level capacities.

Human Capital: Invest in training skilled professionals in cybersecurity
domains.

Public-Private Partnership: Leverage private sector resources and
innovation through budgetary and policy support.

With the digital economy forming 14-15% of India’s GDP securing
cyberspace is vital for economic resilience. A robust cybersecurity
framework is critical to safeguard India's digital future.
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