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Constitutional mechanisms to resolve the inter-state water disputes have failed to
address and solve the problems. Is the failure due to structural or process inadequacy
or both? Discuss. (250 words)

Recently, amid escalating tensions with Haryana over water sharing, all parties in Punjab came
together recently to reject the Bhakra Beas Management Boards’s (BBMB’s) decision to release extra
water to Haryana. India’s federal framework empowers states but also necessitates conflict resolution
mechanisms, especially for recurring inter-state water disputes. These disputes, involving more than
just resource sharing, are entangled with social, political, economic, and environmental factors. As
their scale and complexity increase, the adequacy of constitutional provisions to handle them remains
a subject of debate.
Constitutional Provisions
e State List Entry 17 authorizes states to manage water-related matters such as irrigation and
drainage.
Union List Entry 56 permits the Central Government to regulate and develop inter-state rivers in
the national interest.
Article 262 enables Parliament to adjudicate water disputes and bars the jurisdiction of courts,
including the Supreme Court, in such matters.
Legislative Measures by Parliament
o River Boards Act, 1956: Meant for establishing boards for managing inter-state rivers; however,
none have been constituted to date.
e Inter-State Water Disputes Act, 1956: Seeks resolution through inter-state consultation;
tribunals are set up if negotiations fail.
Key Challenges in Implementation
Prolonged Delays: Cases like Godavari and Cauvery highlight significant procedural delays.
Lack of Technical Diversity: Tribunals are judiciary-heavy, lacking inputs from environmental
and technical experts.
Unclear Procedures: Ambiguities in procedural norms hinder transparency.
Inconsistent Data: Lack of standardised water data complicates decision-making.
Political Interference: Disputes are often politicised, turning into tools for electoral leverage.
Suggested Reforms
Empower Interstate Council: Use Article 263 to handle disputes through coordinated efforts.
Integrated Water Authority: Create a centralised agency managing both surface and
groundwater.
Tribunal Reforms: Ensure quick and enforceable rulings with multidisciplinary expertise.
Unified Water Data System: Establish a central platform for accurate and standardised water-
related data.
The frequent emergence of inter-state water disputes and delays in resolving them underscore
shortcomings in both the structural and procedural aspects of existing constitutional mechanisms. This
calls for urgent reforms to enable timely settlements while safeguarding the interests and entitlements
of individual states.
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