Samyak

An Institute For Civil Services

Daily Mains Writing — 2 Aprl

Analyze the effectiveness of the National Clean Air
Programme (NCAP) in addressing urban air
pollution in India. (150 words)

The National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) was launched in 2019 by the Environment
Ministry and is India’s first national-level framework to improve air quality across 131 cities
in 24 states/UTs.

Effectiveness of NCAP (National Clean Air Programme)
By 2023, 90 out of 131 cities showed improved air quality (PM10) over 2017-18
levels.
Delhi saw a 17% reduction in PM2.5 (from 128 to 106 pg/m?) and 22% reduction in
PM10.
Srinagar (PM2.5 at 26.33 pg/m®) and Kohima (PM10 at 26.77 ug/m®) emerged as
cleanest cities in 2022.
Key measures:
o BS-VI fuel standards implemented nationwide in 2020.
o Vapour Recovery Systems (VRS) installed at fuel stations.
o Emergency Response Systems developed for pollution control.

Challenges and Limitations

e Uneven Progress:
o Only 8 out of 46 cities met the 20-30% PM reduction target.
o 22 cities experienced worsening PM10 levels in 5 years.

e Underutilization of Funds:
o Only 60% of funds utilized.
o 27% of cities used less than 30% of budgets.
o Visakhapatnam and Bengaluru used less than 1%.

e Implementation Gaps:
o Most cities submitted Clean Air Action Plans (CAAPS), but execution is weak.
o Bureaucratic delays and red-tapism hinder effective resource use.

Though the National Clean Air Programme has progressed in addressing urban air pollution
in India, challenges remain which can be addressed by strengthening air quality monitoring
networks, enforcing stricter regulations on industrial and vehicular emissions, promoting
transit-oriented development, clean Energy Transition and improved Waste Management etc.
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T A AT I YGuUT gT FA A TS T
arg FEAFH (NCAP) Fr garaefierar &1 faeeryor
w1 (150 2reg)

TS Taes arg SdshA (NCAP) 2019 # qifaior HATerd gaRT Y& oham arar a1 3R I8
24 TS/he AT wel & 131 A & a1 J[uTadt H YR @ R T Tgoll TSE
TR @ gl

NCAP (T8 Faes arg FrFH) @ germaefierar

2023 7T, 131 AERT H A 90 7 2017-18 o T T efell H Sgcik AT IUTaaT (PM10) fe@ms
arl
feeelr 7 PM2.5 (128 & 106 pg/m?) 7 17% &1 &Y 3R PM 10 7 229% Fr et St a1 |
HTIR (PM2.5 26.33 pg/m?) AR FIGAT (PM 10 26.77 pg/mr’) 2022 F FGH TATS A
TART FHI|
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o 2020 3 X H BS-VISUT AlTh &I o19] foham ar|

o 3Yel TAT I arsg Revadl fAFeA (VRS) Tuifud fhw 71wy

o WENUT fATHUT §q 3MMaTchrellel TfAfshar yomell f[Awfad & 75|

o FA I
o 462U H ¥ el 88 20-30% NUA FHeld T&F T & U
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o fafr &1 F7 39T
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o faem@EmTTsa 3R d9ree A 1% F o A IuT .
o FHRTIIA FdA:
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TohaoT 3R dgar 3ufse yeua nfe & #Aregd ¥ Far 51 ghar gl




