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The Arctic region is of keen importance for India
both in terms of environment and strategically.
Discuss. (250 words)

The Arctic also known as Earth’s last frontier, has become a piece of global interest recenlty
due to its strategic and environmental implications. The Arctic region holds a special place
not just from an environmental perspective but also for its strategic and economic prospects
for India.

Environmental Significance of Arctic for India

e Global Climate Regulator: Arctic sea ice reflects solar radiation, influencing global
temperatures and ocean currents.
Link with Himalayas: Arctic melting offers insights into Himalayan glacial behavior,
crucial for freshwater management in the ‘third pole’.

Economic Significance of Arctic for India

e Resource Reserves: Arctic holds over 40% of global oil and gas reserves; also rich in
coal, gypsum, diamonds, zinc, lead, and other minerals, aiding India’s energy security.
Northern Sea Route (NSR): NSR shortens shipping distance by up to 50% compared to
Suez/Panama Canals; India handled 35% of 8 million tonnes cargo at Murmansk port in
2023, reflecting rising engagement.

Strategic Significance of Arctic for India

e Historical Engagement: India signed the Svalbard Treaty in 1920; observer in Arctic
Council since 2013; involved in polar research.
Geopolitical Balance: Chennai-Vladivostok Maritime Corridor (CVMC) and growing
NSR activity enhance India-Russia ties and help counterbalance China-Russia influence
in the Arctic.

The Arctic region has an immense strategic, economic, and environmental significance, and
also plays a pivotal role in shaping India’s global engagements. Hence, it is imperative for
India to further its commitments, collaborations, and responsible actions in the region,
ensuring a balance between economic interests and environmental sustainability.
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