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Many geopolitical challenges obstruct India-ASEAN
relations. Discuss (150 words)

ASEAN is a 10-nation grouping which includes Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam, Laos, Brunei, the
Philippines, Singapore, Cambodia, Malaysia and Myanmar in Southeast Asia. Countries od ASEAN
have a strategic importance in the Indo-Pacific.

Geopolitical Challenges in India-ASEAN Cooperation
o Territorial Disputes: South China Sea disputes involve overlapping claims by Brunei,
Malaysia, Philippines, and Vietnam against China.
Indo-Pacific Rivalry: Traditional ASEAN balance—China as economic partner and US as
security guarantor—is weakening; Russia-Ukraine war has intensified tensions.
Unstable Geoeconomics: Heightened focus on trade, tech cooperation, and supply chain
resilience amid internal ASEAN divisions on managing external pressures.

Measures to Enhance India-ASEAN Cooperation
e Act East Policy
o Focuses on ASEAN and East Asian countries through enhanced economic, cultural,
and security engagement.
o 4Cs: Culture, Commerce, Connectivity, Capacity Building.
e Connectivity Initiatives
o Agartala-Akhaura Rail Link (India-Bangladesh).
o Inland Waterways and transport through Bangladesh.
o Kaladan Multimodal Transit Project and India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral
Highway to link Northeast India with Southeast Asia.
e Other Key Initiatives
o Medical aid provided during the pandemic.
o 1000 PhD fellowships for ASEAN students at 11 Ts.
o Quick Impact Projects (QIPs) in Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, and Vietham focusing
on education, water, and health at the grassroots level.

ASEAN is critical in order to enhance India’s profile in the Southeast Asian Region. This is the age of
Mini laterals and India should not be shy of exploring them even In Southeast Asia as ASEAN will
continue to struggle with its internal cohesion for the foreseeable future.
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