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How have digital initiatives in India contributed to
the functioning of the education system in the
country? Elaborate on your answer.

The covid-19 pandemic dragged the traditional model of offline education due to which, online
education came to the rescue of the cause of education. Moreover, even before the pandemic, digital
initiatives have helped to promote inclusivity of education. However, there are several challenges of
online education and the same needs to be fixed.
Digital Initiatives in Education by Government of India
e National Mission on Education through Information and Communication Technology
(NMEICT): Utilizes ICT to make teaching and learning accessible and easier.
SWAYAM: Offers online courses from Class 9 to Postgraduate level.
SWAYAM Prabha: Delivers 32 DTH channels for quality education 24x7.
NDL (National Digital Library): Virtual repository with single-window access to learning
resources.
e-Pathshala: Provides digital study material.
DIKSHA: Platform for quality e-content in school education.
PM eVIDYA: Integrates all digital/online/on-air educational efforts for multimodal learning.
Digitally Accessible Information System (DAISY) (NI1OS): Ensures accessible content for
differently-abled learners.

Advantages of Digital Education Disadvantages of Digital Education

e Inclusivity: Reaches remote areas; enables |[¢ Digital Divide: Excludes economically
learning in preferred environments. weaker sections lacking internet or devices.
Flexibility: Offers diverse courses anytime, Loss of Social Learning: Undermines
anywhere (e.g., e-Pathshala, SWAY AM). traditional classroom’s role in  holistic
Teacher Shortage Solution: Addresses development.
imbalance in pupil-teacher ratio, especially in Commercialization Risk: Involvement of
rural areas. corporates may lead to profit-driven
Multi-disciplinary Access: Expands education, excluding poor students.
availability of varied programs across
disciplines.

Cost-Effective: Reduces costs related to study
materials and commuting.

Digital education is very useful yet not completely successful in India. Hence, there is still a lot to do
in terms of checking if students’ entitlements are not being compromised or in providing meaningful
academic curriculum alternatives.
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