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MODEL ANSWER

Q. Discuss the historical, economic, and geopolitical dimensions of India-China relations.
Highlight the key challenges in the bilateral relationship and suggest measures India can adopt
to navigate these challenges effectively.

India and China, the two most populous nations and major global economies, share a complex
relationship shaped by historical interactions, economic ties, and geopolitical competition. Their
relationship has been marked by cultural exchanges, border disputes, economic interdependence, and
strategic rivalries. Given the shared 3,488 km border, managing bilateral relations is crucial for
regional stability and global economic dynamics.

Historical Dimensions
e Ancient Civilizational Ties: India and China shared strong cultural and trade connections via
the Silk Road. Buddhism, carried by monks like Fa Xian and Xuan Zang, played a vital role
in fostering intellectual exchange.
Border Conflict Legacy:
o 1962 War: The war over Aksai Chin and Arunachal Pradesh significantly shaped
mutual perceptions, with China consolidating control over Aksai Chin.
Border Clashes: Since 1962, tensions have flared up, including the Sumdorong Chu
incident (1986), Doklam standoff (2017), and the Galwan Valley clash (2020), which
was the first deadly conflict in decades.
LAC Ambiguity:
o India considers the Line of Actual Control (LAC) to be 3,488 km long, while China
recognizes only around 2,000 km.
o Itisdivided into three sectors:

1. Eastern sector (Arunachal Pradesh & Sikkim) — McMahon Line (1,140 km).
2. Middle sector (Uttarakhand & Himachal Pradesh).
3. Western sector (Ladakh).
o Unlike the Line of Control (LoC) with Pakistan, which is mapped and agreed upon,
the LAC remains an evolving concept, leading to frequent tensions.

Economic Dimensions
o Bilateral Trade: China is India’s second-largest trading partner, with bilateral trade
reaching $136 billion in 2023, though India faces a trade deficit exceeding $100 billion.
Dependency on Chinese Imports: India is highly import dependent in sectors such as
Pharmaceuticals (70% of APl imports from China), Electronics, Telecom and Solar energy
components.

Geopolitical Dimensions

e Major Friction Points along the LAC: The India-China border dispute remains a key point
of contention, with several major friction points along the Line of Actual Control (LAC). In
northern Ladakh, the Depsang Plains witness frequent Chinese incursions, while
Demchok remains a site of ongoing disputes over border demarcation. The Pangong Lake
region has been a flashpoint where China attempted to alter the status quo, leading to
military confrontations. Similarly, Gogra and Hot Springs have experienced recurring
standoffs between Indian and Chinese troops. In the eastern sector, China claims Arunachal
Pradesh as “South Tibet”, challenging India’s sovereignty and escalating diplomatic
tensions.
Chinese Strategic Approaches: China employs multiple strategic approaches to assert its
dominance.

o The Salami Slicing Strategy involves gradual, incremental encroachments to alter
territorial claims without triggering full-scale conflict.
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o The Five Fingers of Tibet strategy seeks to expand Chinese influence over Nepal,
Bhutan, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, and Ladakh, considering them extensions of
Tibet.
Additionally, through its String of Pearls strategy, China is expanding its naval
presence in the Indian Ocean by establishing ports in strategic locations like Gwadar
(Pakistan) and Hambantota (Sri Lanka), thereby increasing its influence in India’s
maritime neighborhood.
Water Security Concerns: China's control over the Brahmaputra River and its dam projects
raise concerns about India's water access.
Cybersecurity Threats: Rising cyber-attacks attributed to China highlight vulnerabilities in
India's digital infrastructure.

Resolving the India-China border dispute is challenging due to deep-seated mistrust, particularly after
the Galwan Valley clash (2020), which strained diplomatic efforts. The ambiguous nature of the LAC
further complicates resolution, as it remains neither formally demarcated nor mutually recognized.
Although disengagement agreements exist, the implementation process is slow, requiring careful
negotiation. Meanwhile, China’s rapid military buildup along the LAC, coupled with its assertive
posturing, signals long-term strategic competition, making de-escalation difficult.

Beyond the border, geopolitical tensions shape bilateral relations. India’s participation in QUAD
(India, U.S., Japan, Australia) and 12U2 (India-Israel-UAE-USA) is seen as a counterbalance to
China, while Beijing expands its influence through the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
and Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). To navigate these challenges, India must strengthen diplomatic
channels, invest in border infrastructure (Bharatmala, Vibrant Villages Programme), and reduce
economic dependence by boosting domestic manufacturing. Military modernization, alongside
strategic alliances with QUAD, ASEAN, and Indian Ocean Region (IOR) nations, will be crucial in
countering China’s growing regional dominance.
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