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MODEL ANSWER

Q. Critically analyze the constitutional provisions and implications of the imposition of
President’s Rule under Article 356 in India.

Article 356 of the Indian Constitution allows the President to impose President’s Rule in a state if its
constitutional machinery breaks down. While intended as a safeguard, its historical misuse has
raised concerns regarding federalism, democracy, and political centralization. Despite judicial
interventions, its implementation remains contentious.

Under President’s Rule, the President assumes the executive powers of the state government,
including those of the Governor and other state authorities. The President can also declare that the
state legislature’s powers will be exercised by Parliament and suspend constitutional provisions
related to any state body or institution. This effectively places the state's governance under the direct
control of the central government.

The imposition of President’s Rule significantly impacts state governance by dismissing the Council
of Ministers, with administration being handled by the Governor. The State Legislative Assembly
may be suspended or dissolved, shifting legislative functions to Parliament, which enacts laws, passes
bills, and approves budgets for the state. The President can also issue ordinances and approve
financial expenditures from the state’s Consolidated Fund when Parliament is not in session.

Implications of President’s Rule

e Federalism vs. Centralization
o Weakens State Autonomy: Frequent imposition reduces the authority of elected
state governments and enhances centralization.
o Governor’s Discretion is Often Politicized: Governors have acted in a partisan
manner, recommending President’s Rule to benefit ruling parties at the Centre.
However, it appears justified in extreme cases. For instance, it turns essential in
situations of severe breakdown of governance, such as ethnic violence (e.g.,
Manipur 2024).
e Democratic Concerns
o Bypasses Electoral Mandate: Dismissal of an elected government without strong
justification erodes democratic principles.
o Voter Disillusionment: Frequent interventions by the Centre weaken public faith in
electoral democracy.
e Political Misuse and Precedents
o Indira Gandhi Era (1970s-80s): Historically, President’s Rule was often misused to
dismiss opposition-led state governments (e.g., Kerala 1959, Karnataka 1971).
However, judicial interventions, particularly after S.R. Bommai v. Union of India
(1994), have restricted its arbitrary use, strengthening constitutional federalism. In
recent instances, the Supreme Court overturned its imposition in Arunachal Pradesh
(2016) for lack of valid grounds and revoked it within 72 hours in Maharashtra
(2019).

To prevent the misuse of Article 356, it is essential to implement stronger constitutional safeguards.
Judicial oversight should be enhanced by allowing courts to preemptively review the Governor’s
recommendations before imposing President’s Rule. Additionally, the term ‘breakdown of
constitutional machinery’ must be clearly defined within the Constitution to prevent arbitrary
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dismissals of state governments. Ensuring the neutrality of Governors is also crucial, as they must act
independently of political pressures, with strict accountability mechanisms in place to avoid partisan
decisions.

Before resorting to President’s Rule, the central government should explore alternative measures such
as providing financial or administrative support to help the state government restore stability. This
would ensure that Article 356 remains a last resort rather than a tool for political intervention. By
adopting such reforms, India can strengthen its federal structure and uphold the spirit of democracy
while maintaining governance stability.
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UY: HRd § D¢ 356 P ded AP M AR x4 & HauTe uraur ok Ffgardf o1
STAIATHSD fazayur H31

YR HAUH BT 3TR5G 356 APUNT BT A7 SHUPR <l ¢ b I8 Dard ARG B Ja6 W fHd I
H puf A AN FR Ghd § Afe 98 39 ey W ugad § % I B WA HauE wras &
IR el Il S Yhdl| gTdifeh I8 Wrau AfGu™ o1 & & for arn wan o1, afd 39 Ufagiie
IUANT 3 HdTe, dibdd 3R IsTide HibRu & aR F Riaid da1 @t &1 e gway & sav,
TIHT HRT-a0 fAdTeRUS 51 g B

YU YT & Sicid, APUTT ISTUTA qUT 3T IS UIIHROT Higd Grgul I8 TWBHR Bt SRIGRI
feidl BT SO PR H o od ¢ 1 APUfd I +f 990 HR Gabd © (b Iy faumHsd @t el &1
TN S gRT forar seem aut feddt off wrog e a1 g @ 98 daunAe uraut & Adfad fear s
Tl ¢ | 3THT URUMH T BT § b 9 BT Tl YRR Ul U § g WRBR & 0 F 317 o1l 3|

IPURT A AR A R AAURYG B SR $ a1 ST &, R 757 3 TR W 16”1 UHId sl
81 39 UM & R &1 Harer Isgurel gRT i1 STl g1 sy fauraT &1 Feifad ar +i fear o v
&, Forrd faumdt el &1 i Wrg 1 iy faan o 81 d9e fafy fmi, fadge! ot Wiefi ud s &
FoIc I Hofll & BT B Bl ol 3HP AR, AFURT ST TR P Gbd § a1 T9G ¥ H 7 54
! fuf & o & Ao v ¥ faxita o &t Wipfd ueH &R I&d |

o ST P WETAT P! HHANR PAl §: IR-IR AN g § fFaifed T WIHR &
HABR HH 81 1 § R HLHR0T 9¢ Sl g |

o IUUTA & fIdd HT SR ISHABRT foham ST @: IsauTa UeTagul a9
W?W%waﬁ'ﬁmaﬁﬁwuﬁaﬁ%@mwaﬁWW
BEGE

o B, v aRfRufN o g Sfua «f wedid gia1 31 SaTeRur & g, = & ik fges
! FRUTY & g ST 81 oIl 8, SR ST e (IeTeur: AfdIgR, 2024) |

o pditae fRidrd

o AT TEIRY Bl RFFAR Hn: o1 vt S siifery & Faifud WaR & sui
FT ApdiAD il H T8 FR &l 5|

o Hderal BT fAYRT FHER giaT 8: $% gRT TR-IR §WAY B F A Adbas H STal
1[I HASR BI1 6|

o oo gEUANT SR et

o gfe=T M BT U (1970-80 FT T2®): UdgiRs wU I, AYUfd A ST goUIN
SRR fqug & AJA T AT WMBRI DI T/ DR & {o1T {HAT 1T AT (ISTERT:
&, 1959; FAled, 1971)| gIAl(D, [N TU q g7 IR, FHF F7/H YRT T (1994)
A & 91 1% §XAY 3 396 FTAM IUANT W ufasy @ faar, rad gaunfes
Joare & g9 fHd Ie’RU & IR W, qdred qEed | aY YR &1 srurufd &
BRU S/BUTTT F3TT (2076) W AFUTA R D1 g R fad, 3R HRIP (2079) | 8 72
Hel & WidR 81 JuIe o féar |

3FIEG 356 B GEUANT B A & T Yeg VAU YR& IURKN B AR ST SIS § | APl T
AN B 9 g4 Io9UTd &1 RGN Bt JHten &1 Amide afd gax <1iie AR & a=ed foar
ST A1fee| 9% ifaRaq, Sfaum & waerAe 77 & [geT & Wy uikum & o Tt arfe s
WHR B ATAMT SERN AT S Tb | IsaquTat Bt fsqerar R &= f srawas g, e e
38 W STREIAE oF & 3fcid 3T MY, d1fep I Ioiifae garal J Jad g e ol & T |
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JIPUF M AR FA ¥ d, 5 PR P! Id WHR B! fRRAT T810 B § Yorddl &g fawiig a1
TRINIAG JgaNT o dhfedd IUdl R fER &1 =mfeul S99 a8 gfRfda g & srg=se 356
RMSifcies BEAET BT Y 7 S dhad 3 fadbed g1 8| T JURT DI 3UATHR, YR 30 HEl gidl
DI GG B hdl g AR URH $I FRRRAT §91E I8 gU A AAD el Bt &1 HR Fohdl |




