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MODEL ANSWER

Q. Examine the historical evolution of India-Indonesia relations and highlight the key
milestones that have influenced and shaped their bilateral ties over time.

India and Indonesia share a historical and cultural legacy, marked by deep-rooted connections dating
back to ancient times. Over the years, their bilateral relations have evolved, encompassing political,
economic, strategic, and cultural dimensions.

Historical Evolution of India-Indonesia Relations
e Ancient Connections:
o Maritime trade between the Kalinga region (present-day Odisha) and Indonesian
islands like Java and Sumatra flourished from the 2nd century BCE.
o Hindu-Buddhist influences shaped Indonesia’s cultural and architectural heritage,
evident in iconic structures like Borobudur and Prambanan temples.
o Colonial and Post-Independence Period:
o Both nations shared colonial experiences under European powers, fostering solidarity
in anti-colonial movements.
o Post-Independence, Indonesia’s President Sukarno was the Guest of Honour at
India’s first Republic Day in 1950.
¢ Non-Aligned Movement and Cold War Era:
o India and Indonesia were key players in the Bandung Conference (1955), which laid
the foundation for the Non-Aligned Movement in 1961.
e Modern Era (Post-1990s):
o The end of the Cold War saw greater economic and strategic engagement between the
two countries.
o India’s Look East Policy (1992) evolved into the Act East Policy (2014),
complementing Indonesia’s Global Maritime Fulcrum Vision.

Key Milestones in Bilateral Relations

1. Strategic and Defense Cooperation:
e Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (2018) focused on enhancing maritime security, trade,
and investment.
Joint military exercises such as Garuda Shakti (Army) and Samudra Shakti (Navy) strengthen
defense ties.
e Cooperation in multilateral naval exercises like Milan and Komodo.
o Agreement on White Shipping Information Exchange for maritime security.
2. Economic and Trade Partnership:
¢ Indonesia is one of India’s largest trading partners in ASEAN, with bilateral trade reaching
USD 38.8 billion in 2022-23.
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Local Currency Settlement Systems (LCSS) to
facilitate trade.
e Efforts to conclude the ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA) review by 2025.
o Joint exploration in critical minerals like nickel and bauxite to enhance energy security.
3. Political Engagements:
e Regular high-level visits and dialogues, including the India-Indonesia Security Dialogue and
Policy Planning Dialogue.
e Collaboration in multilateral forums like the G20, ASEAN, IORA, and the UN.
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4. Cultural and Educational Ties:
e The influence of Indian epics like Ramayana and Mahabharata continues to shape Indonesian
arts and culture.
e Cultural Exchange Programme (2025-2028) to strengthen people-to-people ties.
e India’s support in Indonesia’s mid-day meal scheme through knowledge sharing.
5. Science, Technology, and Space Cooperation:
o Collaboration on satellite tracking through the Biak Telemetry, Tracking, and Command
Facility agreement between ISRO and Indonesia’s BRIN.
e Renewed MoU on scientific and technological cooperation.
6. Climate Change and Disaster Management:
¢ Indonesia’s membership in the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI).
o Strengthened cooperation in disaster management and capacity building.

However, despite strong bilateral ties, India and Indonesia face challenges such as trade imbalances
driven by coal and palm oil exports, regulatory hurdles, and infrastructure bottlenecks affecting
economic integration. Geopolitical concerns, including China's influence in the Indo-Pacific,
underscore the need for closer cooperation. As they mark 75 years of diplomatic ties, deeper
collaboration in areas like the blue economy, digital technologies, and maritime security, along with
addressing trade and strategic challenges, will further strengthen their partnership, contributing to
regional peace and prosperity.
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