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Model Answer

Que.Describe the key recommendations of various commissions and committees on centre state relations
and its impact on federalism in India .

Centre-State relations in India refer to the distribution of powers, responsibilities, and resources
between the Union and the States as outlined in the Indian Constitution (Articles 245-263). Though
India is a federal country, its federalism is often termed "quasi-federal” due to the strong unitary bias,
especially in matters of national importance. To address the dynamic needs of governance and federal
balance, various commissions and committees have provided recommendations over the years.

Key Recommendations of Various Commissions and Committees

(a) Sarkaria Commission (1983)
e Purpose: Set up to review Centre-State relations in light of increasing demands for state
autonomy.
e Major Recommendations:
o Legislative Relations: States should have more flexibility in managing subjects in the
State List. Article 356 (President's Rule) should be used sparingly.
o Role of Governor: Should act as a neutral constitutional head, not as an agent of the
Centre. The appointment process should involve consultation with the Chief Minister of
the concerned state.
o Inter-State Council: Recommended activation of the Inter-State Council under Article
263 to serve as a forum for dialogue between the Centre and the States.
o Financial Relations: Greater fiscal autonomy to states with a fair distribution of
resources.

(b) Punchhi Commission (2007)
e Purpose: Reviewed Centre-State relations in a changing socio-political landscape.
e Key Recommendations:
o Governor’s Role: Fixed tenure for Governors, clear guidelines to prevent misuse of
power, and limiting discretionary powers.
o National Security: Suggested creation of a federal agency for internal security, but with
states’ consent to prevent over-centralization.
o Fiscal Federalism: Called for more financial devolution to states and flexibility in
centrally sponsored schemes.
o Emergency Provisions: Stricter conditions for imposing President’s Rule to protect
states’ autonomy.

(c) Rajamannar Committee (1969)
e Purpose: Appointed by the Tamil Nadu government to examine Centre-State relations.
e Recommendations:
o More State Autonomy: Advocated for transferring several subjects from the Union List
to the State List.
o Governor’s Powers: Suggested curtailing the discretionary powers of Governors.
o Abolition of Article 356: Proposed to restrict or abolish the provision for President’s
Rule due to its misuse.

(d) National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution (NCRW(C) (2000)
e Purpose: To suggest amendments for improving governance and Centre-State relations.
o Key Recommendations:
o Financial Relations: States should receive a larger share of central taxes to reduce
dependency.
o Inter-State Council: Strengthening the Inter-State Council for better dispute resolution.
o Decentralization: Emphasized the importance of local governance through the effective
implementation of the 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments.
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3. Impact on Federalism in India
(a) Positive Impacts:
o Strengthened Cooperative Federalism: Activation of the Inter-State Council has fostered
dialogue between the Centre and States.
o Financial Devolution: Based on commission recommendations, Finance Commissions have
increased states' share in central taxes (e.g., 42% as per the 14th Finance Commission).

o Decentralization: The 73rd and 74th Amendments promoted grassroots democracy through
Panchayati Raj and urban local bodies.

(b) Challenges and lIssues:

o Centralization of Power: Despite recommendations, the Centre retains significant control
over legislative, administrative, and financial matters.

e Misuse of Governor’s Office: The appointment and functioning of Governors often reflect
political bias, contrary to commission recommendations.

e Inconsistent Implementation: Key recommendations, especially from the Rajamannar and
Punchhi Commissions, remain unimplemented, limiting their impact on federal balance.

The recommendations of various commissions and committees have significantly influenced the
discourse on Centre-State relations, aiming to strike a balance between national unity and regional
autonomy. While some reforms, like fiscal devolution and the strengthening of local governance, have
been implemented, challenges such as centralization tendencies and political misuse of constitutional
provisions persist.

T, Pz I Hael vz R s sie afafaay #t vaa e s swa # Hearg
YT §9TF TS HT avie

SR # g3 Tae SR Fldernat (srq=da 245-263) & 3fcarf@d T a1l T2y & offr
IfHAA, fAsReTloaY a1z Tarerat & fAGRUT @ Telia wea &1 Tefd s v et or & Mfaher
5T TG Y T HAGT DHTHE YaIIE & HROT "7ef-TeftA' gl oI1dT & Frhan I
Heea & HTHCA H| IHT 3T Tl Heret @1 afefler saeaHaTs I FeT et & oI,
fafdier s sife afAfae & fwer o avk & RABIRSY gre #1 &)

fafster s’ sife JfAfAAYT # g fAwRe
(a) FZHRAT 3T (1983)
32 I TATAIAT b1 F@A HIIN & FToIR g3 el o THIYT el & foIr ST
faar aram)
o faurt e Al FHI Ao JAT H AT & GaeT F 1A eTHeraeT g ARE| IFFDE 356
Rrgufar SIareT) @7 JFH I IANT 4T ST =1e)
o IHYTST HI SABT: g & Uole o I H g, Ffch D e TdeTfaids THH % T H 1o T
TIRE| fAgf UFAT 7 FafeT I & FEHSAT & J1 el onfAer g wIRT
o JITR-IH URNG: IGBF 263 ¥ d&T IR-IT URNE FI AlFT FH3at 1 RAIEIRST #1715, Tl
Fg R I & o= Farg & 00 v FT & TG A e AT o7 T
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o fa<ftr Jae: Famere 3 3T fAGROT % AT AT FH AT IJCABINT AT
(v) gt amavar (2007)
329 Fgerd AHAD-IeTad I TREeT H hg-Me Taell o) THIGT Ht TS|
0 AT T HIABT: AU & AT 2T FHrofewer, TT & GIUANT ) Idhat & AT TN
fRem-fager a1iv faaahreflsr oot @r AT e
0 IEHT G, SARE G & oI O Feltwr Teieft seiret &7 ATd 12917 a72AT, oifaher 3ifa-
HBIT F Aha & AT I H1 TgAld & TTY)
0 IABINT Feate: A Y it oz gaiaeor sl dg GrAfard Merais & ereflelust a1
STTEIST faar aram)
o JATITTHTCA T GTaelTaT: Al b1 ITAIAT bt IYT & AT Il SITTT FTlat & oI =T 1t
(c) e ARl (1969)
< 329 JATAE TRBHR GIRT g3 Tell bt o1 &3t & 1oC a7 faam aram)

o HfEF e IaTAIT: T JAT I S A5 FI AT JAT H RATAIIRT Het 1 aehierd @1 351
0 AT b} SIfHAT: ITUTe ) fadawrefiar erfbat @Y et et T AT 13T a7

0 FFDF 356 FT IHEIT: §TF GIUANT o FHIRVT INGUIS ST 3 WIelTaT I GIASEIT AT FATT

FT BT GITa]

(d) #faens & FHASTT FH THYT & AT Ighar amarar (NCRWC) (2000)

- O NI 3T g3 FaE H JER & AT Foneat T a4l

o facfter Fger: fASITAT T FaT & fIT AT T HAHT H9 HT ST 1A fAcrar =fer]

0 - UG g7 AaTg FHTEIT & 10T Siae-31eor URYE @) FeTad Hell

o faadlaar: 739 3Iv 749" FfarersT Femerat & GsiTdlt raAtcaTeT & HIEAHT I RTAT MHT &

HED W SR TgaT T

SR # HeraTg U GHTS

(®) APRIFHE T

o TEHR Trarg T FAAG [Feft HR-IHT uldvg & A B A Fg AR A 3 T
Fa1e @ gETaT Herr &1

o fafr geaiqRor: SRt H fEAEIRR % ST Uz, faT STARN o AT #I H AT H
fReierd g2rs & (3310 & ToIT, 149 o ST & TR 42%) |

o Taadlaur 730 g1l 749" TNt o wETAS AT 377 SIed WA AT & HIeHIT I et
IR UT ehhds I IETaT 2]
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(@) gatfar st 7%

o I BT FHPT: [AEIREN % Faelg, dg e, gemafas sk fa<ir AmFer U Hgeaqor
fazisor TG 2

o AU F FHIATCTH T GIUANT: I 1 3 IR HrHAHTET IR IeTllfc Yaigg
zerfar & or s #1 fRmren & fauda &

o ITHIT HIAIAT: HET B, foohy «u @ Ierarae g1k get s @1 fAwiRe), oy et
#1715, forerer et FgereT Uz Ikt T AT ar T

fafsrer et a7z @fAfAT 1 GRS & Fg-Iear Fael U =it ! w1kt gomfad a2 &,
forgenT 327 IHT Tehal TR QAT AT & & Tl ST &1 &elifh e JeR, o &b
ASADINT FIIITROT 37T T ST ohT HAGT T, o1 (30 T & cHfana dgianor # ggfar
HIT Fderfards groeTal 3 AeiAlidd gIUANT St gataar g &5 &l




