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Model Answer

Que. Discuss the distinction between *"Tree Cover™ and ""Forest Cover™ in India as per the latest
reports, highlighting their definitions, scope, and significance.

India’s green cover is assessed under two distinct parameters: Tree Cover and Forest Cover, both of
which contribute to the country's ecological health. These terms, while often used interchangeably,
have unique definitions, scopes, and implications, as highlighted in the India State of Forest Report
(ISFR) 2023.

Tree Cover includes all tree patches, regardless of their association with a forest ecosystem.
It covers urban spaces, roadside plantations, agroforestry fields, orchards, and other non-
forested areas, typically smaller than 1 hectare. This highlights the significance of dispersed
plantations, agroforestry, and urban greening in improving India’s green footprint.

Forest Cover, on the other hand, refers to contiguous areas with a minimum canopy density
of 10% and a land size greater than 1 hectare. It includes natural forests and plantations,
categorized into Very Dense Forests (>70% canopy), Moderately Dense Forests (40—70%),
and Open Forests (10-40%). It represents India’s biodiversity and climate regulation efforts.

The difference aspect according to the recent report-

\ Aspect H Tree Cover H Forest Cover

Definition Refers to scattered trees outside Refers to contiguous areas of natural or
forests. plantation forests.

Size . . Areas smaller than 1 hectare. Areas larger than 1 hectare.

Consideration

|Scope [Includes urban and rural plantations. ||Includes forests under natural ecosystems.

Grows through agroforestry and
urban efforts.

Increased by 1,289 sq km since
2021, now constituting 3.41% of
India’s geographical area.
Agroforestry and urban plantations
are primary contributors.

Contribution Reflects forest policy implementation.

Marginal increase of 156 sq km since
2021, accounting for 21.76% of India’s
area, with 4,10,175 sq km classified as
dense forests.

Key Data from
ISFR 2023

Significance

« Both tree cover and forest cover contribute to India's climate goals, especially under its
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) of achieving additional carbon
sequestration of 2.5-3 billion tonnes by 2030.

o Tree Cover: Supports urban sustainability and rural agroforestry systems.

o Forest Cover: Critical for biodiversity, watershed management, and ecosystem services.

To sustainably enhance India’s green cover, efforts must prioritize strengthening agroforestry
through policies like the National Agroforestry Policy (2014), promoting sustainable forestry
under the National Mission for a Green India, expanding urban greening programs, and
enforcing laws like the Forest Conservation Act, 1980. By balancing tree and forest cover
growth, India can achieve ecological restoration, protect biodiversity, and contribute to global
climate goals effectively.
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e Fotaad RUZT & FFHT SR & "ger JTaRor’ AT "ot v’ & sfter JaT U7 w=t HY)
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SR o &R ITTaRVT T HeHTahneT g1 JTCTIT-3TCTTT HUGS! o Tl 13T SI1dT & GeT 3TTaR0T 377 qT
STGRVT| 7E gt & T 9T & WIRIRI e Tares & ANIETeT e &) S SIsg) T IR U gH
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sl fafaerar 377 sTorary fafazerer garar &7 giafafder Har &)
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qG&T ITARVT JAIZ 5T HTaRT @af) & TR & eerary c1ga & ArgreT 3 & faehy Tw 2 2030 T
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SR & &R ITTaR0T H T TT T FgTa & foir, Inghr o anfaasht <A (2014) et Ay &
HTEAH I FI aTfoidbh] I FAGT e, ERT HRT & 1o10 IGT [A91T 2 Tad STt arfaidhl &I agrar
aa, ergdt aRaTett BTl @1 faedIR Hea Sk o HGIT HfAFHH, 1980 S FHie Y A e
S AT Y TfHSTT 3T TNRC G&T S a7 JToRT g T Fgfold e, TRT UIRfIH
SETelt UTed < TahdT & &ld RfAEIET b} 8T 7 TahdT & 1T o9k sTotary orga & gemreft 7 3
ANGIT § FehdT &




