Samyak

An Institute For Civil Services

Model Answer

Quie. Discuss the causes and consequences of the Revolt of 1857. In what ways did the revolt mark a
turning point in the history of British colonial rule in India?

The Revolt of 1857, often referred to as the First War of Indian Independence, was a watershed moment
in Indian history. While it was eventually suppressed, its causes, consequences, and significance left a
lasting impact on India and British colonial rule.

Causes of the Revolt:

1. Political Causes:
e Annexation Policies: The Doctrine of Lapse, introduced by Lord Dalhousie, led to the
annexation of Indian states like Jhansi and Awadh, alienating local rulers.
o Disrespect towards Traditional Rulers: The dethroning of Bahadur Shah Zafar and the
annexation of territories upset Indian elites.
2. Economic Causes:
o Exploitation of Resources: British economic policies led to the deindustrialization of India,
especially affecting weavers and artisans.
o Peasant Distress: Heavy taxation, the commercialization of agriculture, and oppressive
revenue policies burdened Indian farmers.
3. Social and Religious Causes:
o Cultural Insensitivity: British reforms, such as the abolition of Sati and the promotion of
widow remarriage, were perceived as interference in traditional practices.
o Religious Grievances: The introduction of the greased cartridges (believed to be coated with
cow and pig fat) alienated both Hindu and Muslim soldiers.
4. Military Causes:
o Discrimination in the Army: Indian sepoys were paid less than their British counterparts and
faced limited opportunities for advancement.
e Immediate Trigger: The revolt at Meerut began when sepoys refused to use the greased
cartridges and were punished, leading to widespread rebellion.

Consequences of the Revolt:

1. Political Consequences:
e End of the East India Company: The British Crown took direct control of India in 1858
through the Government of India Act.
e Administrative Changes: The position of the Governor-General was changed to the Viceroy
of India.
2. Military Reorganization:
e Changes in Recruitment: The British shifted recruitment from Bengal and Bihar to Punjab and
Nepal, which were considered more loyal regions.
e Increased European Troops: The ratio of European to Indian soldiers was significantly
increased to ensure British dominance.
3. Social and Cultural Impact:
e Policy of Divide and Rule: The British began actively dividing Indians along religious,
regional, and caste lines to prevent unity.
e More Conservative Approach: The British avoided interference in Indian social and religious
practices to reduce discontent.
4. Economic Changes:
o Increased Exploitation: The focus shifted towards making India a market for British goods,
further aggravating economic exploitation.

The Revolt of 1857 marked a significant shift in British policies and Indian resistance:

e Centralized Control: Direct rule by the Crown led to more centralized governance and
strategic reforms to consolidate power.
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o Rise of Nationalism: The revolt, despite its failure, inspired later movements for
independence by showcasing the potential for collective resistance.

e Shift in British Attitude: A sense of mistrust between the British and Indians deepened,
influencing colonial policies for decades.

While the Revolt of 1857 did not achieve its immediate objectives, it exposed the vulnerabilities of
British rule and became a catalyst for future struggles for independence. It highlighted the need for
unity and laid the foundation for the eventual emergence of organized nationalist movements in India.
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