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Model Answer

Que What are global commons? Highlight the issues faced by them.

Global commons are areas and resources that are not confined to the jurisdiction of any one nation
but are shared by the entire global community. Geopolitically, they include the atmosphere, high
seas, Antarctica, and outer space, and recently, tropical rainforests and biodiversity have also been
considered as part of the global commons. Economically, global commons represent shared
resources that can be exploited by some at the expense of others, necessitating international
cooperation for governance and protection.

Global commons are vital for environmental and socioeconomic stability.

e They support marine biodiversity, climate regulation, scientific research, communication, and
food security.

e  One-third of the global population depends on these resources for survival.

e They aid water regulation, soil fertility, and climate resilience, with indigenous lands storing
over 293,061 million metric tonnes of carbon.

¢ In India, commons contribute $5 billion annually to rural incomes, sustaining 77% of
livestock through grazing systems.

Challenges in Protecting Global Commons
1. Tragedy of the Commons
o Individuals exploit shared resources for personal gain, leading to their depletion.
o Example: Rapid decline of common lands in India, affecting soil, biodiversity, and
water availability.
2. Jurisdictional Issues
o Absence of clear ownership complicates enforcement of international laws.
o Challenges include plastic pollution, overfishing, and greenhouse gas emissions.
o Lack of uniform capacity among nations to address these issues effectively.
3. Environmental Degradation
o Pollution, overfishing, and climate change disrupt ecosystems.
o Example: The loss of 60% of biodiversity due to mismanagement.
4. Economic Pressures
o Nations prioritize economic gains over environmental sustainability.
o Examples:
= Deforestation for timber without reforestation.
= Unsustainable mining operations leading to habitat destruction.

Efforts for Governance and Protection

1. International Laws and Agreements
o UNCLOS (1982): Regulates ocean usage and promotes marine conservation.
o Antarctic Treaty (1959): Designates Antarctica as a scientific preserve.
o Outer Space Treaty (1967): Ensures peaceful use of outer space.
o Montreal Protocol (1987): Addresses ozone layer depletion.
2. Global Organizations
o United Nations (UN): Through UNEP and IMO, coordinates environmental
protection efforts.
o International Whaling Commission (IWC): Regulates whaling and conserves
marine species.
o World Trade Organization (WTQO): Addresses environmental concerns in trade
policies.

The global commons are indispensable for the survival of humanity and the planet. However, they
face severe threats from overexploitation, environmental degradation, and weak governance
mechanisms.
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afaiw FATEaT (Global Commons) AT &7 e FHLT AT ATl HATATIHY YT GahTel TTeh |
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THT Ta AT 8 TATH
o Jiadita faferar pa wagla
o UNCLOS (1982): Tt 3umT &) fAdfa &edr & 31k Fadt F2eIoT Y sgiar ¢ar &l
o SEZTHRF A (1959): JiETHRPT T AT FZHT DT ¥ TT F AHT FHT &l
o SIgT AT Ffer 1967): a1ar SiaRer & onfaqof 3uzT Y FAFEIT HaT &
o Aifegaer MRYFTA (1987): ST RT & LRVT HT FaAT FIT &
o ofd% FHasT
o WFH Ing (UN):WNEP T IMO o HTEHH I UHTGROT TRGI0T TATA ohT TG 3T &l
o it QAT 3aAVT (IWC): RIGHT BT Az F=aT & 1k THF gerfant &7 FFRevr
T &l
o Tarer ST Fazer (WTO): =R A= & wafazor Faeft ferarsit & IafaT ar &1
AT 3R TE & Afeded & ToIr dfde FaresT srfdert & arelifd, 3¢ JAAF Z1aa, TAaRoT
&RVT VT FHSAR SIRTT I I T FRY T TTHAT FeTT IS 8T &




