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What are the role and function of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR)? Examine its relevance in the contemporary world.
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is a UN agency
established in 1950 to address the global refugee crisis in the aftermath of World
War Il. Its primary mission is to safeguard the rights and well-being of refugees,
stateless persons, and asylum seekers. The agency plays a critical role in:
e Protection and Advocacy:
o Ensuring access to asylum and legal protection.
o Advocating for the rights of displaced populations.
o Preventing forced returns to countries where individuals face
persecution (non-refoulement).
Emergency Response:
o Providing shelter, food, and medical aid during crises.
o Coordinating with governments and NGOs to manage displacement
situations.
Durable Solutions:
o Facilitating voluntary repatriation of refugees to their home
countries.
o Promoting local integration in host communities.
o Assisting with resettlement in third countries.
Statelessness Eradication:
o Advocating for birth registration and nationality rights.
o Working with governments to amend laws that cause statelessness.
Capacity Building:
o Supporting national asylum systems.
o Training governments and institutions on international refugee law.
Relevance in the Contemporary World
e Global Refugee Crisis:

o As of 2023, over 35 million people are refugees, while 108 million are
forcibly displaced globally due to conflicts in countries like Syria,
Afghanistan, Ukraine, and Myanmar.

o UNHCR's role in providing humanitarian assistance and advocating
for political solutions is crucial.

e Climate Change:

o Environmental disasters and climate change-induced displacement
have increased, adding new challenges for UNHCR in protecting
vulnerable populations.

e Statelessness:

o Millions remain stateless due to discriminatory laws and practices.

UNHCR's campaigns like #IBelong aim to end statelessness by 2024.
e Rising Xenophobia:
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o In an era of growing nationalism and anti-refugee sentiment,
UNHCR's advocacy for the rights and dignity of displaced persons is
essential.

e Complex Crises:

o Modern conflicts often involve non-state actors and transnational
issues, requiring UNHCR's coordination across borders.

The UNHCR's mandate to protect displaced and stateless populations makes it
indispensable in addressing contemporary humanitarian crises. However, it faces
challenges such as funding gaps, limited cooperation from host countries, and
political resistance. Strengthening international collaboration and addressing root
causes of displacement will ensure its continued effectiveness in mitigating
human suffering.
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