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MODEL ANSWER

Q. The recent reimposition of the Protected Area Regime (PAR) in North Eastern states
highlights ongoing security concerns in these areas. In the context of this development, discuss
the unique security, socio-political, and economic challenges faced by the North Eastern region.

The Protected Area Regime (PAR), governed by the Foreigners (Protected Areas) Order, 1958,
restricts foreign nationals from entering specific border areas in India without special permission. It
was relaxed in 2010 for Manipur, Mizoram, and Nagaland to boost tourism. However, its recent
reimposition highlights renewed security concerns in the region facing illegal immigration, ethnic
conflicts, and instability due to its proximity to Myanmar.

Security Challenges in the North East
1. Ilegal Immigration

o Uncontrolled influx of immigrants from Myanmar, particularly the Chin community,
linked to ethnic tensions among Kukis, Zomis, and Meiteis in Manipur. The porous
Indo-Myanmar border facilitates unchecked cross-border movements, exacerbating
demographic and security concerns.

Insurgency and Ethnic Violence

o Active insurgent groups, such as NSCN-IM in Nagaland and valley-based groups in
Manipur, challenge state authority.

o Ethnic clashes, such as the Meitei-Kuki conflict, have

led to loss of life and displacement of over 60,000 GOLDEHTRIANGLE
individuals.
Free Movement Regime (FMR) and Border Challenges
o The erstwhile FMR allowing tribal communities to S
cross borders has been scrapped, creating discontent
in Mizoram and Nagaland. Further, plans to fence the
Indo-Myanmar border face logistical and political
hurdles. ano
Drug Trafficking and Organized Crime
o The region's proximity to the "Golden Triangle" has -
made it a hub for narcotics trade, further complicating
law and order.
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Socio-Political Challenges
1. Ethnic Fragmentation and ldentity Politics
o Deep divisions between communities, like Meiteis, Nagas, and Kukis, perpetuate
violence and distrust. Further, the resistance to reimposition of PAR in Nagaland
reflects the delicate balance between security measures and ethnic autonomy.
2. Governance and Confidence Deficit
o Former police chiefs, like Prakash Singh, point to inadequate political initiatives and
lack of trust-building efforts. Moreover, fragile governance mechanisms, combined
with external influences, deepen instability.
3. Impact of Policies like Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA)
o Fear of demographic dilution under the CAA has intensified existing insecurities,
particularly in Assam and Manipur.

Economic Challenges
1. Underdeveloped Infrastructure and Tourism
o Poor road and rail connectivity limit market access and economic integration with the
rest of India Events like Nagaland's Hornbill Festival draw tourists but face
limitations due to infrastructural and accessibility issues.
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o Slow progress on key projects like the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway
affects regional trade prospects.

2. Agricultural and Industrial Underdevelopment
o Agriculture remains subsistence-oriented with limited market access and processing
facilities. Cooperative failures, as seen in ginger cultivation in Assam, highlight
market inefficiencies.
Initiatives like the North East Industrial Development Scheme (NEIDS) have had
limited success in attracting investments.

The challenges of the North East are deeply interwoven with its unique geography, diverse
population, and historical complexities. Addressing these requires a balanced approach of security
enhancement, socio-political reconciliation, and economic empowerment. Integrating the North East

into India's growth narrative will not only uplift the region but also strengthen the nation’s strategic
and economic position globally.
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