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MODEL ANSWER

Q. India-Bangladesh relations are often considered a cornerstone of India’s Act East Policy.
Analyze the current challenges and opportunities in bilateral ties.

India-Bangladesh relations play a pivotal role in advancing India’s Act East Policy, which aims to
enhance regional connectivity, trade, and strategic ties with Southeast Asia. Given Bangladesh's
geographic location at the crossroads of South Asia and Southeast Asia, its cooperation is vital for
India's broader regional ambitions.

Challenges in India-Bangladesh Relations-

1. Political Instability: Sheikh Hasina's ousting and the rise of Islamist factions threaten
Bangladesh's secular fabric and minority rights, raising regional security concerns.

2. lllegal Migration: Political turmoil may intensify cross-border migration, creating socio-
economic pressures in India’s border states.

3. Rohingya Refugee Crisis: Bangladesh hosts over a million Rohingya refugees, and India’s
limited support in addressing the humanitarian crisis has led to friction between nations.
Insurgency Risks: Northeastern insurgent groups like ULFA may exploit Bangladesh’s
instability for safe havens, complicating India’s internal security.

Chinese Influence: Growing Chinese investments in Bangladesh, particularly through the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and projects like the Chittagong Port, challenge India’s
regional strategic interests.

Water Disputes: Unresolved issues like the Teesta River water-sharing dispute and Farakka
barrage concerns strain bilateral ties.

Economic Disruptions: Political uncertainty could delay India-supported projects,
hampering trade and connectivity initiatives.

Opportunities:

1. Stabilizing Role: India can support democratic governance and inclusive policies to promote
stability in Bangladesh.
Enhanced Connectivity: Strengthening projects like Maitree Express, Agartala-Akhaura rail
link, and inland waterways boosts regional integration.
Strategic Partnerships: Countering China's influence through timely completion of
initiatives like the Friendship Pipeline and fostering trust with Bangladesh.
Economic Cooperation: Negotiating the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) and expanding bilateral trade strengthen economic ties.
Cultural Collaboration: Reinforcing cultural links, including through programs by the Indira
Gandhi Cultural Centre (IGCC), can help counter extremist ideologies and support
Bangladesh’s secular traditions.
Regional Coordination: Leveraging platforms like SAARC and BIMSTEC to address shared
issues like climate change and disaster resilience.

India-Bangladesh relations are at a crossroads. While current challenges, such as political instability
and rising Islamist influence, demand immediate attention, there are ample opportunities to strengthen
bilateral ties. By addressing shared concerns pragmatically and deepening cooperation in areas like
trade, security, and connectivity, India can ensure that its relationship with Bangladesh continues to be
a cornerstone of its Act East Policy.
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