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B enotbethe firstby whom the new s tried, noryet the last

to lay the old aside. The paradigm applies in all walks of

life, including the walk for environment. Walk cautiously
in the precarious condition we have created with our senseless
exploitation of fossil energy in the name of progress and
development. The race of one-up-man-ship for protean causes
has led to the pitiable, concerning plight of the suffering,
threatening conditions of the beleaguered earth, which is our
only home in the unfathomable universe. We have not counted
are blessings, rather have squandered all the goodies so very
munificently nature has provided us with We are not reducing,
reusing, recycling but are trying to talk about untested risky
means just to satiate our gluttony, just like the cooling by
reengineering. The idea is really fanciful but are the risk factors
deeplyinvestigated and shared?

COMMUNITY PLANTATION ON
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
THE MOUNT ABU WAY

Dr. Arun K. Sharma
Mount Abu

Common sense, which is the least common, prompts us to
do what is the best we have to combat immediately the much
talked about, least attended and much less done for —the global
warming. In simple word anyone would counsel that planting
trees is the best and the simplest way to fight this scourge of this
heinous juggernaut of global warming.

Proving that it is the quality and not the quantity, the
municipality of Mount Abu led by the proactive SDM Mount Abu,
Kanishk Kataria, IAS, the young Chairman, the visionary
Commissioner have gone all out for community, sustain
plantation, that too in a devout dedicated, aesthetic manner.
There are not enough words to complement them for this. Their
efforts were fortified by none other than the wings of our proud
defenses forces, the braves of Indian Army and courageous CRPF
Soldiers. IMA Mount Abu too has put its best foot for the same,
together with the green brigade if PFA Mount Abu.

They have not only seen that the best quality, tall saplings
are planted, but facilities are assured to water them, till they are
safe, secure, sturdy trees. The future will show the beautiful
boulevards, lined by their respective varieties like Gulmohar
Avenues, Amaltas Avenue. Jacaranda Avenue, Kahcnar
Avenue,Bottle Brush Avenue, Harshringaar Avenue etc. Not only
the roads but the long neglected prestigious park of Mount Abu,
the Kamala Nehru Park has been donned up, with array of
Kachnar saplings and the planters there in filled with various
hued Bougainville. They have further gone to share that hence
forth the roads would be named accordingly, with the loud and
clearmessage—atreeaday, nootherway. @
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1 EL] Tiger (Panthera tigris) 1

2 TE Panther or Leopard 12

3 o /e Jackal (Canis aureus) 26

4 @ Hyaena (Hyaena hyaena) 18

5 Trlﬂ?'ﬁﬁfﬁ Jungle Cat (Felis chous) 5

6 g Fox (Vulpes bucapus) 5

7 afg Indian Wolf (Canis lupus Pallipes) 6

8 el Sloth Bear (Melursus ursinus) 18

9 s Small Indian Civets (Viverra cibetha) 12

10 IEES GE Large Indian Civet (Viverra cibetha) 5

FHiaR

1 act Chital (Axis axis) 96

2 W Sambar (Cervus unicolor) 40

3 HTe fon Black Buck (Antelope cervicapra) 1

4 T/ T Nilgai (Boselaphus tragocamelus) 472

5 Gﬂ?ﬁﬁ&ﬂ Wild pig (Sus scrofa) 148

6 A Indian porcupine (Hystrix indica) 19

7 TR Semnopithecus 414
K3l 1296

aeft

1 firg Indian Longbilled Vulture 21

2 Trrﬂﬁ"f'glﬁ Grey Jungle fowl (Gallus sonneragti) 6

3 R Peacock 1136

4 K3 1163
FAaHt 2459
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The Tale of the Striped: Reminiscing Sariska’s History

am nestled in the oldest fold mountain ranges of Aravallis,

formed approximately 2 billion years ago, in Pre-Cambrian

era. Let me dive into the depths of time and take you on a
journey of my glory, downfall, struggle and success- my journey
from zero to 25 tigers in a span of 14 years, as | am about to
celebrate the 14th anniversary of my rebirth in 2008.

My forests became turning points in the lives of individuals
and institutions. PadmaShri Kailash Sankhala lamented after
shooting his first Tiger from a machan on an Acacia tree in
Madhogarh, Sariska. Humbled in guilt, he touched the tiger’s
body to beg his pardon and promised never to repeat the murder
and dedicated his life to the cause of Tiger conservation as the
first Project Tiger Director of India. The debacle in 2005 changed
the course of Tiger management by the National Tiger
Conservation Authority, offering an opportunity to revise the
conservation strategy for all the other Tiger reserves.

| am a relic of the past. The Pandavas of Mahabharata are
said to have passed the secret year of their exile in my forests of
the Matsya King Vairata and Pandupole. | conceal the medieval
history of the Moghuls and the Maharajas in the forts of Kankwari
& Bhangarh, Sariska Palace and the Shikar Oudhies. | am the land
visited by Akbar and Jahangir for hunting tigers and panthers.

I was a part of the Alwar Princely State and was managed as
a hunting reserve. Shooting blocks were permitted for hunting by
DFO Bharatpur, in the second fortnight of the month for a mere
95 rupees for a Tiger and 55 rupees for a Leopard. Speechless
animals, adults and cubs were shot, sometimes wiping the entire
family. What a sport where all the rules were in the favour of the
shooters. | wept silently amidst the cacophony of crimes on
Sariska soil.

My Dhok and Khair forests were plundered repeatedly on
rotational basis in the name of management, sole attention being
swelling the forest revenue. Prior to 1900 | was managed as

Rajesh Kumar Gupta, IFS,
Secretary to Chief Minister

Roondhs (Grass reserves) and Banis (Fuel and Game preserves)
Departments. Under the charge of the first forest officer of the
Alwar State, Mr F L Coombs, these Departments were merged
into the Forest Departmentin 1903. His proposal for the Coppice
with Standards (CWS) system was institutionalised by his
successors wherein annual coupes were marked for firewood,
charcoal and katha. This resulted in exploitation and degradation
of my best dhok forests by private contractors.

My green forests were spared the axe only after 1970s,
even though | was declared a Reserve Area in 1955 for
approx.100sqg.kms. and upgraded to a Sanctuaryin 1958.1n 1978
I wasincluded in the list of Tiger Reserves by Project Tiger, 5 years
after my lucky nine counterpartsincluding Ranthambore in Sawai
Madhopur. My managers said that prospects of copper mining
perhaps delayed my inclusion in the Project Tiger in the initial
stage The samples of ore from nine bored holes by Geological
Survey of India in 1972-73, established the metallurgy to be
uneconomic and that’s how my treasures were saved. Today, |
flourish with one of the densest forests in Rajasthan.

| have seen the elites and commons visit me to appreciate
the picturesque creation of God but | have never been given the
significance like Ranthambore. Ranthambore was relieved of the
pain of biotic interference by its dwellers in 1976 by relocation of
12 villages. But in Sariska, in 1966-67, two grazing camps -
Kalighati and Slopka were relocated and it was only in 1976 when
villages Karnakwas and Kiraska were relocated to Bandipul,
Dulawa and Sirawas. My happiness was ephemeral as several
relocated families returned to resettle in a new village- Naya
Kundalka, putting a jolt to the efforts for the next 31 years, when
Bhagani was relocated in 2007. Today | still have 26 villages
housed within me inflicting biotic pressure for their survival. My
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new team of protectors are trying assiduously to relocate them

and | see greater progress and consequent better breedingin the
Tigers.

My pristine forests were roamed by numerous Tiger fathers
and mothers and their cubs. It was a heaven for them with plenty
of prey supported with the nutritious Anogessius, Capparis and
Zizyphus leaves. | have one of the highest prey densities among
the important Tiger Reserves of the country. But from 2002 to
2004, poachers entered my home, infiltrating from various
boundaries and shot the Tigers, completely exterminating the
population by 2004. First they poached the Tigers and Leopards
in the periphery and finally reached the heart of Sariska in
Kalighati- Malajorka plateau, to kill the last tiger in 2004. They
came in groups of 5-10 and laid two leg-hold traps to ensure the
murder of the King. At night they would descend from the trees
after hearing distressed roars of the tiger trapped in the jaw of
the trap. They would then shoot the graceful beast by shootingin
the mouth so that the skin was not damaged thereby fetching a
good price. Leopards being smaller were beaten by sticks on the
head. | could hear the echo of the gun shot in my serene valleys
but my protectors did not pay heed and gradually | lost all my
striped angels. Conservationists used terms “Tigerless Sariska,
sariskarisation, poacher’s paradise” for the pain inflicted to
Sariska. | was crucified and maligned internationally by tiger
conservationists due to the negligence of my protectors, greed of
the poachersand and vengeance of the villagers.

The dark days from November 2004 to June 2008 were
spent in agony thinking of the zenith of my glory and the nadir of
its downfall. A team of dedicated men entered and | could feel
vibrations of hope that would relieve me of my curse. Suddenly
there were activities buzzing in my area. Night patrollings on foot
and vehicles with high beam search lights lifted my spirits. There
were frequent raids in the villages along my fringes with arrests of
dreaded poaching gangs, revamping of the protection
framework and scientific monitoring of the Tiger’s distant cousin
with rosette marks,who were now the Kings of Sariska, roaming
even in areas they dared not enter when the Tiger was inhabiting

in the Kingdom. With good fodder in my forests, the prey
population especially Sambar, increased in number thereby
augmenting the large prey availability. AJT John Singh, a
dedicated scientist, who would visit me almost every year from
WIlwould say,“Sambar Conservation is Tiger conservation”.

After a gap of 3.5 years, | could see the preparations for two
1 hectare enclosures at Nayapani. For the first time helicopters
landed on my soil. Finally on the auspicious day of 28th June
2008, the MI 17 helicopter landed amidst rains and unloaded the
most prestigious cargo in Tiger Conservation history. At 1.13 pm
the King set foot in his lost kingdom and there was joy in my
forests. There were louder alarm calls of the sambars, chitals and
the langurs. | could feel the echoes in my valleys. The melancholy
turned to melodies. | wept as the rain poured onto the soil of a
historic massacre, for that day, Sariska was reincarnated.

The male tiger ST 1 was joined by his paramour ST2 tigress
on 4th July 2008. Together they roamed in my wilderness and in
2012, | could see the first two cubs. | was on my way to
resurrection now. Till date, Sariska has been supplemented by 9
tigers over a span of 11 years from Ranthambore and the progeny
has increased by 26. Sadly | lost 3 cubs and seven adults but | am
surviving with 25 tigers. Researchers say that due to
anthropogenic disturbances the stress conditions to the
reintroduced Tigers, especially females, in my wilderness areas
have resulted in high faecal glucocorticoid metabolite (f GCM)
concentrations, leading to low reproductive abilities. My
counterpartin Panna also faced the same shame after me. Tigers
were reintroduced in 2009, a year after my reincarnation, but
due toits large inviolate spaces, the population has crossed 60 in
aspanof13years.

| dream of protection to my core natal areas for Tiger
mothers giving birth to more cubs.| dream to see a litter size of 4
for the Tigers of Sariska which is presently 2 to 2.5. | dream to see
the carrying capacity of Tigers increase to fifty. | long to see
villages from the Core Area relocated and the villagers leading
better lives outside my borders, with secured livelihoods. | must
live. @
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Some Interesting Facts about Rajasthan
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