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Global Warming

s we remind ourselves of the challenges
posed by global warming and environmental
degradation, we would do well to go back two
decades and see how Rajasthan turned a

recurring adversity into a sustainable, meaningful and
socially relevant policy intervention initiative which has
since been replicated across the country.

The state of Rajasthan used to be associated with
images of vast stretches of arid desert, astonishing want of
water and repeated bouts of drought that wreaked havoc on
lives and livelihoods. In 2000, the monsoons failed in
Rajasthan for the third successive year. 60% of the State’s
population was affected. Over 3% of the households in the
State were reduced to starvation, based on estimates put
together by economists. Besides, 40% of cows in the State
had perished. Roughly one person from every family
migrated out for work. It was a crisis the like of which
Rajasthan has not seen before as we had never seen such a
direct impact of environmental imbalance on human life.

But the state was fortunate to have at that time
Shri Ashok Gehlot as chief minister, a sensitive and
progressive leader who was committed to the welfare of
the poor, backward and downtrodden. Shri Gehlot’s belief
got cutting edge support and a policy framework from a

18 I, 2021 e oA Jord

thriving and committed civil society tradition in the state.

Along with the legacy of drought, the state of Rajasthan
also had a legacy of civil society organizations and social
movements playing the role of a moral compass in a State
with shifting political priorities. The State had witnessed
sustained Gandhian movements for causes such as
women’s rights, access to minimum wage and community
ownership of resources. In 2001, Akal Sangharsh Samiti, a
network of over 57 organizations from across the state
organized jan manchs, jan sunvais and dharnas across the
State to put public pressure on the State Government to
extend the Food for Work programme so that it could serve
as a minimum source of support to the families affected by
drought.

This led to a long and sustained advocacy for an
Employment Guarantee Act by the Soochna Evum Rozgar
Adhikar Abhiyan. The demand for such a law in the State
merged with a nationwide movement, and led to the
passage of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act in 2004 which today stands to
be the largest public employment programme in the world.
MGNREGA offered a unique lesson. It showed the State
and the country that social security can walk hand in hand
with restoring the environment and the local ecology. The



But the state was fortunate to have at
that time Shri Ashok Gehlot as chief
minister, a sensitive and progressive
leader who was committed to the
welfare of the poor, backward and
downtrodden. Shri Gehlot’s belief
got cutting edge support and a policy
framework from a thriving and
committed civil society tradition in
the state.

MGNREGA works are largely focused on land and water
resources, which include: water harvesting and
conservation, soil conservation and protection, irrigation
provisioning and improvement, renovation of traditional
water bodies, land development and drought proofing.

Over the past 5 years of its implementation, nearly 70%
of the programme’s funds have been spent on natural
resource management works. 322 drought proofing works,
675 flood control works, 5000 micro-irrigation works,
2250 land development works, 12000 water conservation
and harvesting works, 3000 traditional water bodies have
been restored under MGNREGA in the past year alone.
These works have played the dual role of providing basic
income security to the poorest sections of society,
particularly dalits, adivasis, women, while also
contributing to protection and restoration of the local
ecology by increasing ground water levels, enhancement
of soil organic matter, reduction in soil erosion, pasture
restoration, increasing the land area under cultivation and
forest cover.

MGNREGA has contributed to building resilience to
cope with current climate risks and also build long-term
resilience to projected climate change. The positive

Global Warming

impacts of MGNREGA on the environment have been
studied and recorded by innumerable national and
international research studies. The rights- based
framework of MGNREGA that gives rural households the
right to demand employment, be paid a minimum wage,
decide on the works that should be undertaken under
MGNREGA in their village has led to a organic movement
for protecting the environment that is based on peoples’
will.

Sixty percent of the total employment generated under
MGNREGA in Rajasthan over the past 5 years, has been
done so by women. In Rajasthan therefore, we have seen
that efforts to protect the environment are not led by fancy
announcements of carbon emission targets set in air
conditioned halls but are driven and sustained by the hard
work of women, dalit and adivasis of the State. Realising
the importance of the programme in providing livelihood
to poor, the Union Government was forced to enhance the
financial allocation to the progamme to its highest ever, as
it realized that MGNREGA was the only instrument they
had to alleviate the widespread distress caused by an ill
planned lockdown.

This was clearly understood by the political leadership
in the State. The financial impetus led to a dramatic rise in
the number of households who worked under MGNREGA
by 36%, as compared to 2019, through the launch of a
statewide “Kaam Maango Abhiyan” by the Chief Minister.
In 2020, over 12.3 lakh households completed 100 days of
work under the programme, the highest ever in the State of
Rajasthan since the launch of the programme.

In a world devastated by the coronavirus, let us commit
to honour our environment meaningfully. Rights based
legislations like the MGNREGA offer us invaluable
lessons on how democratic participation can form the
essential bedrock of efforts to protect and restore the
environment.
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Health Insurance

Chiranjeevi Health Insurance Scheme:

A PASSPORT FOR FAMILY HEALTH CARE

- Prakash Bhandari

Sr. Journalist

The last 15 months because of the corona virus
pandemic paralysed economies, devastated families and
communities and rendered millions of people jobless. But

Rajasthan under the leadership of the Chief Minister
Shri Ashok Gehlot has become the first state in the country
to provide health cover insurance to take initiative to

combat corona.

he year 2020 would remain one of the worst year
of the new millennium. As it changed the world
through a dreadful corona virus for which the
medical world had no vaccine when it spread
globally. The world suffered immensely globally and lakhs
of people lost their lives. The dreadful disease stunned the
entire world. The impact of the Covid-19 was far more
devastating than the Second World War.

The spread of corona virus paralysed economies,
devastated families and communities and rendered
millions of people jobless. But Rajasthan under the
leadership of the Chief Minister Shri Ashok Gehlot has
become the first state in the country to provide health cover
insurance to take initiative to combat corona.

The Mukhyamantri Chiranjeevi Swasthya Beema
Yojana is a state-sponsored health scheme. This
universalized health care scheme has became a novel
scheme and one of its kind in the country. A unique scheme
that was free for the poor and most affordable for the rest.
Shri Gehlot had a dream, like Martin Luther King- the
dream of ensuring that nobody in the state ends up
spending their life time precious savings ending up on
paying hospital bills.

The insurance cover of Rs five lakh will be free for
the beneficiaries of the National Food Security Act, small
and marginal farmers, contract workers, destitute families
that receive ex gratia payments from the state government.
For the others, the cover will come at an annual premium of
only Rs 850. All beneficiaries will be entitled to cashless
hospitalisation in 1,092 government hospitals and 336
private in the state. Medical expenses five days prior to
hospitalisation and 15 days after discharge will also be

covered. The state government has already paid Rs 50
crores as the initial premium.

Though there is Central Government run Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) also which also
provides a cover of Rs. 5 Lakh, but this theme currently
covers only 5.97 million families, over about 40 percent of
the state population.

Rajasthan under Shri Ashok Gehlot has gone a few
steps ahead of PMJAY and has extended the coverage to
the general category, from the lower middle income group
and beyond, thereby becoming the first state to ring in
universal healthcare for its people.

The State government has added free coverage for
1.5 million families of small and marginal farmers and
300,000 contractual employees. State government
employees and others covered under separate health
policies will also gradually be included in the scheme.

The impact of the scheme has been tremendous and
the large number of registration in crores shows that the
people have responded enthusiastically for this scheme
despite lockdown. Shri Gehlot has been pushing the
scheme in every public function and all his online
appearances.

Health care has always been the top agenda of Shri
Gehlot and has always been to open various health
schemes including expanding the Central government’s
schemes. Shri Gehlot ensured strengthening the public
healthcare system and making it accessible. In his first
term as chief minister (1998-2003), he introduced free
treatment, including surgeries, for below poverty line
families; in 2011, he introduced free medicines for all at
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Health Insurance

During UPA government under Prime
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh &
Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi, the
process of providing social security was
initiated. This era could be termed as an era
of social empowerment which was a unique
step to empower the country's populace
with social security. Empowerment
become the watchword under which the
Right To Information, Right To Education,
Food Security, Rural jobs under
MGNREGA were introduced to benefit the
people, The MGNREGA proved to be a
boon during the COVID 19 as crores of
people who had lost jobs were benefitted
under the MGNREGA plan.

Dr. Raghu Sharma apprised that the

state healthcare centres. The budget for the free medicine
was put at Rs. 972 crores which were three times more than
the Centre’s allotment. More than Rs. 230 crores were
spent on free medical tests at all levels of care in FY21, a
Covidyear.

Beneficiaries need a Janadhaar card which is a
verified digital instrument linked to 28 government
benefits, including subsidies, scholarships and pensions)
to avail of the Chiranjeevi scheme.

The Chiranjeevi Health Insurance Scheme is unique
in many ways as its not for an individual, but for the entire
family. Normally, the age factor is very important for
health insurance and normally the insurance companies do
not give insurance coverage to aged persons. But neither
the age factor nor the numbers of family matters under the
Chiranjeevi Yojana. Even a newborn and the aged member
of the family would get equal benefits under the scheme. If
a person is suffering from a disease prior to registration
under the Chiranjeevi Scheme,it would not be a
disadvantage. Under this scheme Rs. 40,000 coverage has
been provided for identified diseases, while for the
diseases of serious nature the coverage would of Rs. 4.50
lakh. Over 1576 various diseases has been included under
the package.

Dr. Raghu Sharma, the minister for Medical and
health said that the focus of the Chief Minister was to build
a healthy state and no individual should suffer for want of
healthcare. The Chiranjeevi Yojana is a revolutionary step
that other states should emulate.

The Chiranjeevi Yojana is based on the willingness
on the part of the government to provide health care to all.
This is the reason why this scheme has proved to be unique
in the country.

ambitious Chiranjeevi Yojana would cost
the exchequer Rs. 3500 crores and under this scheme, the
beneficiaries will be treated for heart, cancer, dialysis, and
Covid-19 like 1576 diseases. The beneficiaries would get
the treatment facility in the state’s 765 hospitals and 330
recognised private hospitals.

Prior to the launch of the Chiranjeevi scheme, the
Chief Minister widened its ambit to target sections of the
population not covered under PMJAY. The state decided to
give health care coverage by bearing expenses of Rs 1,662
per policy and the number of beneficiaries to 11 million
families. Rajasthan is due to receive only Rs 376 crore
from the Centre in its budgeted spend of Rs 3,500 crore on
the Chiranjeevi scheme.

The universalisation of the state-sponsored health
care scheme is surely one of the big programme launched
by the Rajasthan government which stands seventh in
GSDPand 21stin per capitaincome. AtRs 16,269 crore for
2021-22, the state expenditure on public healthcare was
about 7 per cent of its total budget expenditure as against
the national average for states of about 5.5 per cent.

Even as the chiranjeevi scheme was being finetuned
and firmed up, Shri Gehlot decided to widen its ambit to
target sections of the population not covered under PMJAY
(those covered under the food security Act.), which
increased the premium to borne by the state to Rs 1,662 per
policy and the number of beneficiaries to 11 million
families. Rajasthan is due to receive Rs. 376 crore from the
Centre in its budgeted spend of Rs 3,000 crore on the
chiranjeevi scheme.

This healthcare scheme is particularly meaningful
looking to the resources at the disposal of State
Government and would a long way in the strengthening the
human resource of the state.e
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