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1. Rani Durgavati - The Hindu

Madhya Pradesh cabinet recently approved the formation of a panel to develop a
memorial and garden dedicated to Gond queen Rani Durgavatifor Rs 100 crore.

Rani Durgavati

Successfully fought
against Baz Bahadur,
Sultan of Malwa.

. A descendant of the
Defended Gondwana Military Chandela dynasty of
sgeist this Moghal Achievements: Mahoba ang queen of
Empire after Akbar the Gond kingdom of
annexed Malwa in 1562. Garha-Katanga.
About:
Took over the Gond
kingdom after 5th October 1524 AD.
Dalpatshah's death in in Kalinjar (Banda, UP)
1550 as her son Vir ) to Chandt?l emperor
Narayan was too young. o Birth: Keerat Rai.
Moved the capital to )
Chauragarh for its Married Dalpatshah of
strategic location on Rani Durgavati the Gond Dynasty in
the Satpura hill range. 1542, strengthening ties
% between Chandel and
Assisted by ministers Marriage: Gond dynasties.
Adhar Kayastha and Reign and
Man Thakur. Administration:
Trade flourished and
people were
prosperous during her
reign.
<
Extended her territory
and unified Gondwana
(Garha-Katanga).
«

2. Chenchu Tribe - The Hindu

The Chenchus of Penukumadugu have lived in the dense Nallomala forests for
centuries, their existence intertwined with the wilderness around them. However, their

inability to keep up with the relentless pace of modernisation has led to dwindling work
opportunities under the MGNREGA.
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Chenchu

Worship multiple
deities and adopt
certain Hindu
practices; enjoy
privileges at the
Srisailam temple in
Andhra Pradesh.

Predominantly small
conjugal families
where women hold
equal rank and
marry upon maturity.

"Penta": A Chenchu
village consisting of
huts grouped by
kinship.

"Peddamanishi":
Village elder
maintaining social
harmony, with final
authority.
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Family and Social
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3. Lebanon - The Hindu

Telugu-speaking
food-gathering tribe
in the Nallamalai
forests of Andhra
Pradesh recognized
as a Scheduled Tribe

in Andhra Pradesh.
About:

Live in enclosed
spaces with
unbroken continuity.

Gather food from the

forest using bow,

arrow, and knife.
Lifestyle: Collect forest
products (roots,
fruits, tubers, etc.) for
income from traders
and cooperatives.

~°
Geography

Services, including
banking and tourism,
are Lebanon’s most
important economic
activities.

Most Lebanese are
Arabs with a small
group of Armenians
and Kurds.

Arabic (official), French,
English, Armenian

A unitary, multiparty
republic with a
parliamentary system
of government.

Mediterranean climate
- mild, wet winters and
hot, dry summers.

Economy:

People:

Languages:
Lebanon

Polity:

Climate:

About:

A country located on
the eastern shore of
the Mediterranean Sea
in Western Asia which
consists of a narrow
strip of territory and is
one of the world’s
smaller sovereign
states.

Capital:

Beirut

Borders:

West: Mediterranean
Sea

North and east: Syria

History:

South: Israel

Part of an area known
as the Fertile Crescent,
also known as the
“Cradle of Civilization”.
Byblos, the oldest
continuously inhabited
city in the world, is
around 30 km north of
modern Beirut.
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4. Pilgrims get first-ever view of Kailash peak from Indian territory - The Hindu

Pilgrims recently had the first-ever view of the sacred Kailash peak, believed to be the
abode of Lord Shiva, from the Old Lipulekh pass inside the Indian territory.

Lipulekh Pass w5 ) | O™ youn
. . . . s | KAILASH
e About: A high-altitude mountain pass located in the Jj\ L e w1 A parkhaplains
Kumaon region of Uttarakhand,near the trijunction of won S ’
India, Nepal and China which links the Indian state of L T \7&
Uttarakhand with the Tibet region of China. MBS  chugh Ma"Lsaviw
i : i RS AR
e Altitude: Approximately 5,334 meters (17,500 feet). AL i g’fffa.l?’“f___,.r,‘ =%
e Location: Situated in the Vyas Valley of Pithoragarh VAT J

e e . o S Nyl o shata 4,
district in Uttarakhand and it carries immense religious A ('7_' Motorable route
o~—— Tawaghat

. ope \ " Trekkil t
significance. RSP Dllll " — touts uncer el

e First in India: It is the first Indian border post opened for trade with China in 1992
followed by the opening of Shipki La Pass, Himachal Pradesh in 1994 and Nathu La Pass,
Sikkimin 2006.

¢ Significance:
o Ancient Trade Route: Connects the Indian subcontinent with the Tibetan plateau.
oReligious Significance: An integral part of the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra, a sacred
pilgrimage for Hindus.
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5. Lake Kivu - Indian Express

At least 78 people are dead after a boat carrying 278 passengers capsized in eastern
Congo's Lake Kivu recently.

Lake Kivu
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e Location: Situated between the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) to the west and
Rwandatothe east.ltis in the Albertine Rift, the western branch of the East African Rift.

e Size:Rwanda’'slargestlake andthe sixthlargestin Africa.

e Area:Occupies1,040 square miles (2,700 sg.km).

e Countries:58% of its waters arelyinginthe DRC; therestisinRwanda.
e Dimensions:90kmlong and 50 kmwide.

e AverageDepth: 220 m (Maximum depth-475m)

e Mouth: Lake Kivu empties into the Rusizi River, which flows southwards into Lake
Tanganyika.

e Island: The tenth-largestinlandisland on the planet, Idjwilsland, is located on Kivu Lake.
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6. Lake Uru Uru- The Hindu

. L. Titicaca
At Risk: i ;
. L ]
Lakes Poopo oo
and Uru Uru o
These lakes are wetlands of international importance and a source e L.Poopd
of life for indigenous and traditional communities, as well as unique
species of plants and animals.
CHILE Salar de Copaisa
The lakes are threatened due to:
1 Salar de Uyuni
River Diversion Mining The Climate Crisis
@ Almost the entire flow of the ‘A Mining activities contaminate the W The alarming temperature
Desaguadero River, the lakes' water and soil of wetlands. increase in the highlands has
i ; : ARGENTINA
principal tributary, has been @ The wat i i tivit caused the rapid evaporation of
channeled for other uses. S T RR AT ITRIG et the lakes" water.
is discharged back into wetland
‘@ The water of other rivers of the tributaries without proper
Lake Poopd basin is used for treatment. @ The El Nifio phenomenon of
mining activities. @ The lakes receive 3,358 tons of 2014-2015 brought a severe
metal pollution per year, equal to drought to the region.
177 durmp trucks.
There are been warning of the dangers for 20 years:
7 = ——care .
Lake Poopd is considered It's declared a National A study predicts its Lake Poopo disappears, The lake is recovering slowly
to bein & “critical” state of Heritage and Ecological disappearance, Together lakes causing the death of thanks to the rains, but high
conservation on the Latin Reserve through Supreme  Poopd and Uru Uru are named many animals that pollution levels continue to
American level, Decree 2091, a Ramsar site, depend on it. affect the wetland.
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o Biodiversity
The current situation of the

Poop6 and Uru Uru implies Birds at-risk of extinction are found in the lakes’ basin, including the Andean
Dstrich and the Titicaca grebe. Several vulnerable or near threatened species
are also present, including the James's or puna flamingo, the Andean
flamingo, the horned coot, and the Andean condor.

severe impacts on key wetlands,
as well as on the entire life

Home to the unique puna teal, as well
as a point of rest for many species ©
migratory birds.

"y
{ ' . In winter, the lakes host the largest
f concentration of flamingos in the
Bolivian highlands.

g

Welcomes the 2nd largest population

of Titicaca grebes, an endemic flightless
species declared endangered in 2012.
Many of them died when Lake Poopd
dried up in 2015.

Communities

Lakes Poopé and Uru Uru are a source of life for
indigenous (Aymaras, Quechuas and Uru Murata)
and traditional populations.

The Uru Murato People
Known as "people of water," they once lived
from fishing but have since been obligated to
migrate to work in mines and salt mines.

Women are most affected due to their They are a vulnerable population:

dependence on water for their work in the home
and in their communities.

58 years 76%
:---f'-' Life live in extreme
% expectancy poverty

=5
= - 'IJ

More than 2,000 250 tons As one of the oldest native

affected families of fish lost per indigenous communities in Bolivia,

year their cultural survival is at risk.

Sl

Rights Violated .-
| g:.-"w (0 ey TR 2 . =
Territory : Health - Work o Food

. TheUruMuratohavebeen - The presence of heavy metals : With fishing impossible, 40.6% of the population doesn't
~ . local populations have been @ access to safe waterand

forced to migrate duetothe — has been demonstrated in _ ) r
degradation of their ;5, wells used for human 1 leftwithoutworkandhave 1 the ol " . da
terories, and are considered — consi fe " thusbeen orced 1 hedisappearance o imended s

migrate |
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7. Why is salt pan land being used for homes? - The Hindu

The Maharashtra government has issued a GR (Government Resolution) allocating
255.9 acres of salt pan land, distributed over three land parcels in Mumbai's eastern
suburbs, for the construction of rental houses in the Dharavi Redevelopment Project
through alease agreement.

Salt pan lands protect Mumbai's eastern
suburbs from floeding.

Urban planners recommend an impact
assessment study before large-scale
construction.

Relocation of residents from Dharavi may
lead to ghetto formation and community
segregation.

Advocates suggest in-situ rehabilitation to

Ecological Impact:

Formation of
Ghettos:

About: Ecologically important salt marshlands & low-lying areas
around the shore that are used for salt cultivation.

They act as holding ponds and work as a sponge for
the absorption of rain.

maintain community integration. Concerns Salt pan lands
They are a coastal area's natural defence against
Concerns over impact on delicate ecosystems Significance: flooding.
due to urban activity. = 3 = =
X . They help intertidal activity, and are home to diverse
Potential legal challenges regarding flora and fauna.
environmental clearances. Legal Challenges:
Requires approval from the Ministry of o Total salt pan land:
Envitonment, Forest and Climate Change Wlhy 1S 13,000 acres
MoEFCC) before construction. salt pan
( ) L Fc; Arthur Salt Works
§ an Salt Pan Land in Land, Kanjur: 120.5
Lease Terms: Land leased for 99 years at 25% being Maharashtra: acres
of prevailing market rate. used for .
Responsibility for Payment: Three major parcels Jenkins Salt Works
. homes? identified for the Land, Kanjur and
Dharavi project: Bhandup: 76.9 acres
Redevelopment
Project Private Jamasp Salt Works
DRPPL is an SPV with Limited (DRPPL) to Land, Mulund: 58.5
807% stake by Adani pay land revenue to 2
Group and 20% stake the Central i i
Develop rental housing for people displaced from
i
by State government. government. Terms for the jlanatesh a Dharavi under the Dharavi Redevelopment Project
Allocation of Land Government's PUFBose:
Costs and Expenses: SPV to bear costs of Decision pose: (DRP).

resettling laborers on salt pans and other
related expenses.

Usage Restrictions: Land strictly for rental
housing, slum rehabilitation, and affordable
housing for economically weaker sections; no
commercial activities allowed.

Way Forward

Part of the Development Control and Promotion
Regulations (DCPR) 2034 plan.

Development Plan: Aims to open up 1,78\ acres of salt pan land for

development.

Land owned by the Central government.

Land Transfer: Union Cabinet approved the transfer in September

2024 to the Maharashtra government.

The Centre willhand over the land to the State government, which will give permission to
DRPPL to go ahead with the construction after their plans are approved. For that, the
DRPPL will have to seek an approval from the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change. Environmentalists claim that the entire process from here on can be
challengedinthe court of law.
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8. Taking governance closer to people: Assam launches
unique 'co-district’ initiative - Indian Express

Assam recently launched a new concept of “co-district” within a district administration
by doing away with the existing system of civil sub-divisions.

Co-district Initiative

Smaller administrative units below the
districts led by an officer of the rank of
Co-districts: Assistant District Commmissioner.

Objective: To take governance one step closer to

Expected to address the administrative
challenges being faced by the administration
Target: in the

v

Co-district

Initiative Tasked with carrying out include land revenue
matters, development and welfare work,
excise and disaster management

These will have administrative control over all
departments within the co-district and have
i magisterial powers such as the issue of
Functions: permissions for events.

These will conduct routine administrative
tasks such as the issue of ration cards, caste
certificates, and sale permission of land.

World Affairs

9. The status of the civil war in Sudan - The Hindu

On September 26, the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) launched a major offensive
against the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) in Khartoum and Bahri. Eighteen
monthsinto the civil war, the UN said that more than 20,000 people have been killed.

Actors in the civil war

e 2 factions: Civil war between SAF (Sudanese Armed Forces) and RSF (Rapid Support
Forces) began as power rivalry between SAF head Abdel Fattah al-Burhan and RSF head
Hamdan Dagalo.
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e CurrentSituation
oRSF has the upper hand in multiple areas; SAF conducts frequent airstrikes, capturing
pockets around Khartoum.
oHumanitarian crisis worsening, especially in Darfur, with limited access to aid and
healthcare.
oBoth factions accused of war crimes, including sexual violence and extrajudicial
killings.
e Humanitarian Crisis
oUN declared famine in Zamzam camp (North Darfur) hosting 500,000 IDPs.
014 regions face conditions similar to Zamzam, with 25.6 million people facing crisis-
level food insecurity.
oHeavy rains, floods, and cholera outbreak have further worsened conditions, with over
200 deathsreported.

| SAF and affiliates [ Contested
7 RSF and affiliates & Worst fighting
River
| EGYPT Nile R wr o
S ' o e Red
Mostly / .- Sea
uninhabited {
| SUDAN
DARFUR | = i, ® Port
REGION ; Khartoum: Much Sudan
Conflict : capital was destroyed and
GHAD reigniting : depopulated after a year
ethnically- of heavy fighting
targeted 7
killings
: Al Fashir
Vi 5, © ElObeid ETHIOPIA
/ Hyéh © | ; '

GEZIRA STATE
RSF momentum
stalled after

300km successful
60 miles offensive in
SOUTH SUDAN December

I According to the latest UN-backed IPC initiative, 25.6 million people, more than half of
Sudan’s population, face “crisis or worse” levels of food insecurity

Sources: International Crisis Group, UNOCHA Pictures: Getty Images © GRAPHIC NEWS
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Over two million refugees fled to Chad, South Sudan, and
Ethiopia.

Qvercrowded camps raising concerns of migration to Europe;
several Sudanese drowned in February on Tunisia-Italy route.

Lack of state institutions led to ethnic clashes along South
Sudan, Ethiopia, and Eritrea borders.

Increased ethnic violence in the disputed Abiey region

Refugee Crisis:

Both SAF and RSF seek to gain ground and
legitimize their power.

SAF claims legitimacy as the government,

Power Struggle: .<

(Sudan-South Sudan); over 100 casualties reported by the Border Clashes: r partially recognized by the UN; RSF opposes
UN. R:Q'N'"ﬂl Implications SAF's international representation and seeks
of Sudan Civil War support from Arab countries.
Frequent clashes over agricultural land in El Fashaga Pe
(Sudan-Ethiopia border) Extended since 2004 but ineffective in
. . o stopping arms flow.
War has jeopardized an oil pipeline from South Sudan to , - 5
the Red Sea. Ecanomic impace: SrEaems Embacgo; Warring parties access weapons from China,
Failed ceasefire attempts indicate a need to rethink l:;??fs:j;\i:{g: snditiel Sb=idind e
international strategies. Need for Revised Reas?ns f?r
— - . " Aee °"h_e‘“59 s £ th Continuation of the Conflict has expanded along ethnic
SAF gains in Khartoum; RSF Lacks international legitimacy; pproach: tatus of the War in Sudan lines, involving regional militias,
compremise unlikely, suggesting prolonged conflict. civil war in Complexity Due to
Sudan Ethnic Tenclons: Arab militias side with RSF, non-Arab
militias with SAF; RSF targets non-
Nine rounds of US.- and Saudi-led ceasefire efforts ACL S g
§ tensions.
failed :
Ceasefire Attempts:
Latest round (August 14 in Geneva) saw both SAF J E{,\F Z%ESE;SUFAE and Wagner Group of
and RSF boycott the talks. L BRRIng iAot
= Alleged supply of UAE's weapons via Wagner
. f;;;fg:’t"‘fzoiﬁﬂf?[’ Rl Egypiealsd o External Support: through the Central African Republic; Russia
* International Efforts: Peace Talks in Sudan supplies weapons to SAF.
No successful long-lasting ceasefire has been & z 5
aitieed. External support reduces incentives for either
side to end the war.
Both SAF and RSF claim openness to negotiations
but use ceasefires to gain military advantage. TR T
Lack of internaticnal media attention and Talks:
restricted access to conflict zones limit effective
mediation.

10. What's behind Israel's ban on the UN chief? - The Hindu

Recently, Israeli Foreign Minister Israel Katz announced that Israel had banned United
Nations Secretary- General (UNSG) Anténio Guterres from entering the country,
accusing him of “backing” Hamas, Hezbollah, the Houthis, and Iran.

Israel claims the UN is influenced by an "anti-
Israel" bloc of Arab and Islamic countries and
affiliated organizations like UNRWA, which it
alleges support Hamas.

Prime Minister Netanyahu called the UN an “anti
Semitic swamp” due to resolutions calling for a
ceasefire and criticizing Israel.

Israel has previously banned UN Special
Rapporteurs and senior officials for alleged bias
in favor of Palestinians.

In response to Guterres' comments on the
October 7 attacks and occupation of Palestinian
areas, Israel banned UN Under-Secretary
General Martin Griffiths.

Guterres has criticized Israeli bombardment
of Gaza, resulting in over 40,000 Palestinian
deaths, including 15,000 minors.

Referred to Gaza as a “graveyard for
children” and described the high casualty
rate among UN personnel as a “moral stain”.

rael’s e UN chief

UN Criticism:

Previous Bans:

UNSG's Criticism:

Reason for Declaration: Failure to "unequivocally
condemn" Iran's missile strikes on Israel.

Accusation of Silence on Hamas Attack: Israel
criticized Guterres for not condemning the October 7,
2023, Hamas attack resulting in 1,200 deaths and 250
hostages.

Contrary to Israel's claims, UN
bodies have condemned Hamas
attacks multiple times.

In April, Guterres condemned
sexual violence, torture, and
kidnapping by Hamas.

UNSG's Previous
Statements:

Guterres' Response to Recent
Escalations: During recent
escalations, Guterres called for a
ceasefire and condemned the
conflict's expansion but did not
specifically name Israel or Iran.

After Israel's PNG declaration,
Guterres condemned the

UNSG's Clarification: missile attack by Iran on Israel.

Despite this, Israel has not
revoked the ban.

UN Security Council Statement: Described the
decision as "counterproductive" amidst escalating
tensions in the Middle East.

U.S. State Department Response: Called the ban
“not productive” for improving Israel’s global standing.

Ministry of External Affairs (India): Spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal stated, “Mr. Guterres is the UNSG for
us,” dismissing comments from others as irrelevant.
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11. WHO launches plan to tackle dengue and other

Aedes-horne diseases - Indian Express

The World Health Organization (WHO) recently launched the Global Strategic
Preparedness, Readiness and Response Plan (SPRP) to tackle dengue and other Aedes-
borne arboviruses.

Global Strategic Preparedness, Readiness and Response Plan (SPRP)

Reducing disease burden, suffering, and
deaths from dengue and other Aedes-borne
arboviral diseases (Zika, chikungunya)
through a coordinated global response.

Objective:

Emergency Coordination: Establishing
leadership and coordination activities.

Collaborative Surveillance: Tools for early
detection and control, including surveillance,
diagnostics, and field investigations.

. Community Protection: Engaging
Global Strateglc Key Components: communities for prevention and response,

Preparedness, including mosquito control.

RGeS S Saf d Scalable C Effecti linical
Response Plan afe and Scalable Care: lectlvec inica
management and health services for
(SPRP) adequate patient care.

Access to Countermeasures: Promoting
research, innovation, and vaccines.

In.1plef'nentation To be implemented over one year until
Timeline: September 2025.

Aligned with Global Vector Control
Alignment with Response 2017-2030 and Global Arbovirus
Global Strategies: Initiative (2022) for tackling mosquito-borne
diseases.
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12. How has Telegram changed its stance on

content moderation policy? - The Hindu

In the first week of September, Telegram quietly edited out language from its FAQ page
that stated private chats were protected and that they “do not process any requests
related tothem.”

Content Moderation in End-to-End Messaging Apps

Signal Telegram WhatsApp
* No demographic or * Allows up to 200,000 |» Claims of end-to-end encryption are
personal data members in groups, undermined by metadata sharing
collection other than enabling mass with law enforcement.
phone numbers. communication. * Collects user metadata irrespective
* Groups and direct * Features like group of privacy settings.
messages are search make it easier |+ Has content moderators who can
encrypted,; avoids to find harmful view messages if reported, and
monitoring content to content. collects related information such as
maintain encryption *  Behaves more like a IP address, phone number, and
integrity. social media platform, linked accounts.
* No search feature for making it prone to
groups within the app. misuse for

misinformation, abuse,
and extremist content.

Obligations of Intermediaries in India

e Compliance Requirements:

o Must comply with national regulations and respond promptly to complaints
regarding unlawful content.

o Obligedtoremove unlawful content once notified by the government.
¢ Safe HarbourProvision (Section79,IT Act2000):

o Intermediaries are not liable for third-party content if they prove lack of knowledge or
that due diligence was exercised to prevent offences.

o Executives (e.g., Telegram CEO) can claim exemption if unaware of unlawful content
but must act promptly to remove it once notified.

e Government Powers: Government can notify intermediaries of unlawful content, and
they must disable access quickly.

e Grievance Redressal: Intermediaries (e.g., Telegram, Meta, Google) must have a
designated grievance officer to handle public complaints under IT regulations.

e Concerns: Potential issues of censorship and undue pressure from governments to
remove critical content.
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13. Six decade old canal system of Odisha's Hirakud
Dam to get facelift - The Hindu

Built six decades ago, the canal network connected to Hirakud Dam, one of the biggest
projects in eastern Indiqg, is all set to be renovated, which is expected to minimise
wastage of water meant forirrigation.

Hirakud Dam

e About: The longest dam in India and the Cattle Island

longest earthen damin the world. 7
‘\,!
e Length:79km "
(_‘J
e Construction: Built across the Mahanadi () MARSOGLA
River about 15 km upstream of Sambalpur i:""-i BRAJRAJNAGAR
o 2
town in the state of Odisha & is made of earth, 4 LACHHIPALL 2
concrete and masonry. ; Ri""”,c, P— 19 |
/ ” e o \ {
* Reservoir: Hirakud Reservoir or Hirakud Lake [ _ # "}/ """ ‘76% ) 7 .
which is the biggest artificial lake in Asia, with [% 7/ AT
R 0
anarea of 746 sg.km. i L
.L, '_:: e )
e e . 5 e HIRAKUD
¢ Significance:One of the oldest hydel projects RESERVOIR
in Indig, the first post-independence major JSAMAHAMADPUR
. . . , '
multipurpose river valley project in the T A SAMBALPUR
countryinaugurated in the year1957. R

e Purpose:Provides1,55,635 hectares of Kharif and 1,08,385 ha of Rabiirrigation.

e Powergeneration capacity: 359.8 MW

e Cattle Island: A small island in the Hirakud reservoir inhabited by a large herd of wild
cattle, that are believed to be left behind by villagers when the dam was constructed in
the 1950s.
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14. What is the National Agriculture Code, currently being formulated

by Bureau of Indian Standards - Indian Express

The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has begun the process of formulating a National
Agriculture Code (NAC), on the lines of the existing National Building Code and National
Electrical Code.

National Agriculture Code (NAC)

o}

e}

Coverage:
Encompasses the entire agriculture cycle with guidance for future standardization.

Two parts: General principles for all crops and crop-specific standards (e.g., paddly,
wheat, oilseeds, pulses).

Scope:
Guide for farmers, agriculture universities, and officials.

Includes agriculture processes and post-harvest operations, such as crop selection,
land preparation, sowing, irrigation, soil and plant health management, harvesting,
processing, sustainability, and record maintenance.

Covers input management (fertilizers, pesticides, weedicides), crop storage, and
traceability standards.

Addresses new areas like natural farming, organic farming, and use of loT in agriculture.
Objectives:

Develop a national code considering agroclimatic zones, crop types, socio-economic
diversity, and the agrifood value chain.

Serve as a quality reference for policymakers, agriculture departments, and regulators.
Provide a comprehensive guide for effective decision-making in agricultural practices.
Integrate relevantindian Standards with recommended agricultural practices.
Address aspectslike SMART farming, sustainability, traceability, and documentation.

Support capacity-building programs organized by agriculture extension services and
civil society organizations.
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15. Hammerhead Shark - The Hindu

A team of marine biologists led by a Florida International University researcher has
described a new species of the shark genus Sphyrna from the Caribbean and the
Southwest Atlantic.

Hammerhead Sharks

O O e e e ¢ O O O e

About: Belong to the family Sphyrnidae, named
for their hammer- or shovel-shaped heads
(cephalofoil).
Distribution: Found in tropical and temperate
marine waters near coadsts and above
continental shelves.

Seasonal migration: Equatorward in winter,
poleward in summer having extended range
during EINino years.

Appearance:

Greyish-brown or olive-green upper sides, white bellies.
Triangular, serrated teeth for hunting.

Special sensors on head forlocating prey.

Viviparous: Give birth to live young.

Lifespan:20-30years.

Exothermic:No internal temperature regulation.

Conservation Status:

Among the most threatened shark families due to overexploitation.
All species except Sphyrna gilberti are listed as Vulnerable, Endangered, or Critically
Endangered by the [UCN.

16. Indian grey wolf (Canis lupus pallipes) - The Hindu

Ten deaths—those of nine children and one woman —have been presumed to have
occurred due to wolf attacks in Bahraich in Uttar Pradesh.
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WEIGHT 17-25 KG

GEOGRAPHIC RANGE: Indian subcontinent
[Bihar, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh;
Maharashira, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Tomil Madu, Telangane, Odisha and Wests
Bengal) uﬁ to southwest Asia
| A -

HABITAT: Grasslands, scrub

forest, thorp and dry deﬂduuus '

forest;. Offen‘share space with
agro-pastoral communities

habitats are not protected
s In d by domestic dogs

-
]

17. EnviStats India 2024 - PIB

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) compiled and
released the 7th consecutive issue of the publication “EnviStats India 2024: Environment
Accounts” recently in accordance with the SEEA (System of Environmental- Economic
Accounting) Framework which is an agreed international framework for the

compilation of the Environment Economic accounts.

EnviStats India 2024

e Compilation: In accordance with the System of Environmental-Economic Accounting

(SEAA).

e Current publication: Seventh in the series that covers Energy Accounts, Ocean

Accounts, Soil NutrientIndex and Biodiversity.
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EnviStats India 2024 - Highlights
¢ IncreaseinProtected Area
o 72%increaseinthe number of Protected Areas from 2000 to 2023.
o 16%increaseinthe total area of Protected Areas in the same period.
e Mangrove Coverage: 8% increase in mangrove coverage from 2013 to 2021.

e SpeciesRichness (IUCNRed List): Compiled data on the species richness of threatened
species by taxonomic groups using spatial datasets from I[UCN.

SEEA (System of Environmental- Economic Accounting) Framework

e Definition: International statistical standard for describing interactions between the
economy and environment, and changes in stocks of environmental assets.

e Objective: Integrates perspectives from various disciplines to improve information on
environmental-economic accounts.

° COmponents:

o SEEA-Central Framework (SEEA-CF): Focuses on individual components of the
environment that support economic activities.

o SEEA-Ecosystem Accounting (SEEA-EA): Complementary to SEEA-CF; provides a
comprehensive framework for organizing data on habitats, measuring ecosystem
services, tracking ecosystem asset changes, and linking these to economic
activities.=
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18. Air Force plans to procure 12 early warning aircraft - The Hindu

The Indian Air Force (IAF), which is short of Airborne Early Warning and Control (AEW&C)
aircraft, a critical force multiplier, is looking at the procurement of 12 aircraft under two

different programmes.

Air Force plans to procure 12 early warning a

Existing three Embraer-based AEW&C
systems to be expanded with six more.

Minor modifications to equipment,
modifications by DRDO and CABS.

Proven design with minimal risk;
awaiting Defence Acquisition Council
clearance.

IAF operates three Israeli Phalcon
AWACS (360-degree coverage) and
three Netra AEW&C (240-degree
coverage).

Shortage noted during the 2019
Balakot aerial engagement with
Pakistan Air Force.

Proposal to procure two additional
Phalcons remains pending.

Embraer-Based
AEW&C (MK1A):

Current IAF AEWE&C

Fleet:

IAF to procure 12
AEWA&C aircraft
under two
programs:

Airbus-Based
AEWE&C (Mk2):

Airborne Early
Warning and

Control (AEW&C)
aircraft

ft

Program 1: Six follow-on AEW&C
systems on Embraer aircraft, similar
to the Netra systems.

Program 2: Six AEW&C systems on
Airbus A-321 aircraft, under
development by DRDO.

Development of six AEW&C systems on
Airbus A-321 aircraft.

Modification by Airbus; equipment
developed by DRDO.

Contract negotiations ongoing for
configurations and cost.

Six A-321 aircraft from Air India transferred
to IAF, awaiting modifications.

About: Consists of Active Electronically
Scanned Radar, Secondary Surveillance
Radar, Electronic and Communication
Counter Measures, LOS and beyond LOS
data link, voice communication, and self-
protection suite.

Construction: Built on Emb-145 platform
with air-to-air refuelling capability for
extended surveillance.

Long-range surveillance;
serves as a force
multiplier.

Netra system based on
Embraer aircraft.

Complex tactical
software for sensor data
fusion, providing air
situation and threat
assessment.

Capabilities:

In-house battle
management functions
for Integrated Air
Command & Control
System (IACCS) network.

Development: Joint development by
DRDO and IAF.
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19. DRDO announces completion of development trials of

man-portable air defence system - The Hindu

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) recently announced the
completion of the development trials of the ingeniously developed 4th Generation
miniaturised Very Short Range Air Defence System (VSHORAD) after three successful
consecutive flight tests at Pokhran Field Firing Ranges in Rajasthan.

Very Short-Range Air Defence System (VSHORADS)

e

! Features:

Highly optimized to
ensure easy
portability, and it
doesn't require a lot
of personnel to
operate.

About:

A Man Portable Air
Defence System
(MANPAD) developed
for neutralising low-
altitude aerial

Incorporates many
novel technologies,
such as the

miniaturised Reaction
Control System

5 threats at short (RCS) and integrated
Very Sho-rt ranges. avionics. Upto 6 km.
Range Air
Defence
System
Indigenously designed Propelled by a dual- Being man-portable
(VSHORADS) and developed by thrust solid motor. and specifically
DRDO's Research optimised for
Centre Imarat, lightweight compared
Hyderabad, in gpulsion: to other missile
collaboration with systems, it can be
other DRDO deployed quickly in
laboratories and the mountains close
industry partners. to the LAC in Ladakh
and Arunachal
Development: Pradesh.
Significance:
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20. Akashteer Systems - Indian Express

Amid heightened global security concerns, the Indian Army has significantly enhanced

its air defence capabilities with the acquisition of 100 Akashteer air defence systems.

Akashteer Systems
Akashteer Systems
About: Capabilities: [ Development: Significance:
Advanced Manages Provides Integrates Developed Enhances
Air Defence all aspects real-time surveillance by Bharat the Army's
Control and of air battlefiel assets, Electronics capability
Reporting defence d view to radar Limited (BEL). to monitor
Systems for the detect, systems, airspace
(ADCRS) to Army, track, and and deliver
safeguard integrating and communica timely
against aerial radar engage tion nodes responses
threats, systems, threats. for precise to threats.
including Sensors, coordinatio
missile and and n.
rocket communic
attacks ation
designed for technologi
swift es.
neutralization
of enemy
threats.
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