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1. PM launches Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan from
Hazaribagh, Jharkhand on 2nd October 2024 - PIB

On October 2, 2024, Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Dharti Aaba Janjatiya
Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan (DAJGUA) from Hazaribagh, Jharkhand, marking the birth
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. It aims to saturate critical gaps in the social
infrastructure of tribal communities.

Additionally, the Prime Minister inaugurated 40 new Eklavya Model Residential Schools
(EMRSs) and laid the foundation for 25 new schools, along with other significant projects
under PM-JANMAN.

Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan (DAJGUA) »

Focus: to saturate tribal majority villages in Aspirational Districts across India and
implement holistic development through 25 scheme interventions under 17 Ministries,
covering health, education, social infrastructure, and livelihood in such villages.

TargetDuration: Next 5 years.
Outlay:Rs. 79,156 crores (Centrdl Share:Rs. 56,333 crores, State Share: Rs. 22,823 crores)

Coverage: 63,843 villages in 549 districts across 30 States/UTs; benefiting over 5 crore
tribal people.

Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS): »

For sub-districts with

90% or more ST
population. Eklavya Model Day

Boarding Schools
Experimental model for (EMDBS):

day boarding (without
residential facilities).

Enabling ST students to
pursue professional
education and secure
Aim: employment
opportunities, ensuring
their all-round
development.

By 2022, every block
with more than 50% ST
population and at least
20,000 tribal persons

pall b AN EL S Eklavya Model Scheduled Tribe (ST)
The initiative also Expansion Plan: Residential Target Population: children in remote
includes setting up Schools (EMRS) areas.

Eklavya Model Day
Boarding Schools
(EMDBS) and Centres
of Excellence for
Sports.

480 students. Student Capacity per
School:

Click Here to Join: https://t.me/samyakiasjaipur

They can be admitted
- in these schools on
seats up to 10% of the

total seats.

Class Range: From Class VI to XII
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2. In the first 100 days of this government a new

scheme Jal Hi AMRIT has been approved - PIB

The Union Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs recently said that the government has
introduced the Jal Hi AMRIT scheme inits first 100 days.

Jal Hi AMRIT Programme »

Launch:Underthe AMRUT 2.0.

Objective: Incentivizing States & UTs to
efficiently manage used water treatment
plants (UWTPs/STPs) to ensure good
quality treated water meeting
environmental standards.

Purpose: Fostering competition among
cities, develop capacities, and incentivize
attaining the best quality of treated water.

Focus: Capacity building and incentivizing
qualitative improvements in treated
effluent discharge.

Assessment: A mid-course assessment,
water quality testing, and final
assessment with awards of Clean Water
Credits (3 to 5-star ratings) valid for six
months.

AMRUT 2.0 »

CABINET DECISIONS
12 OCTOBER 2021

Atal Mission for "
Rejuvenation '
and Urban
Transformation
- AMRUT 2.0

J?ﬂ Cabinet approves the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation
75" ) and Urban Transformation = AMRUT 2.0 till 2025-26

@ Total indicative outlay of #2,77,000 crore

providing household tap connections in all 4,378

Targets universal coverage of water supply by
: - E statutory towns

m 100% coverage of household sewerage/septage
7/ maonagement in 500 AMRUT cities

@ Provide 2.68 crore tap connections and 2.64 crore
'/ sewer[septage connections

3. Food safety laws in states - Indian Express

e The Uttar Pradesh government recently made it mandatory for food establishments to
“prominently” display to customers the names of “the operator, proprietor, manager,

and other relevant personnel”.

e The Supreme Court of India in July stayed similar orders passed by the police in Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand concerning food safety regulations during the kanwar yatra.
The Court noted that only the competent authority under the Food Safety and
Standards Act (FSSA), 2006, could issue such directives, and the police were

overstepping their powers.

Click Here to Join: https://t.me/samyakiasjaipur
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Rules for Food Safety in India »

Rules for Food Safety in India

An autonomous body under

the Ministry of Health &

Family Welfare,

Food Safety and
Standards Act
(FSSA), 2006

To monitor and
create regulations
for how food should
be processed,
distributed, sold, and
imported to ensure
“safe and
wholesome” food.

About:

Established under:

Important tasks:

Food Safety and
Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI):

Food Safety and
Standards Act
(FSSA), 2006:

Food Safety and
Standards
(Licensing and
Registration of Food
Businesses) Rules,
2011

It was enacted to regulate the food industry and
= ensure the delivery of safe and wholesome food

to the public.

.. Powers of State
Government

About:

Penalty:

Section 94: State
governments, with the
approval of the Food
Authority, can make
additional rules to enforce
food safety regulations,
However, such rules must be
placed before the state
legislature for approval ‘as
soon as may be".

Section 30: The Commissioner
= of Food Safety is appointed by
the state government.

As per the rules food operators,
whether small-scale vendors or larger
establishments, must register or obtain
a licence from the FSSAI. The rules also
mandate that operators display their
registration or licence prominently at
their premises.

Petty Food Manufacturers (hawkers,
vendors, and small food businesses)
must register with the FSSAI and
display their registration certificate and
photo ID at their establishment.

Large-scale Food Businesses must
obtain a licence and display it
prominently at their premises.

Under Section 63 of the FSSA,
operating a food business without a
licence can lead to imprisonment for
up to six months and a fine of up to
25 lakh

4. What special status is Ladakh seeking?

Recently, climate activist Sonam Wangchuk led a padayatra from Leh to Delhi,
advocating for the inclusion of Ladakh in the Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution.
The Sixth Schedule provides for greater autonomy in governance for certain tribal areas,
which activists argue is essential for preserving Ladakh's cultural identity and
managing local resources effectively.

Click Here to Join: https://t.me/samyakiasjaipur
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Over the past week, Israel has carried out massive bombardments in Lebanon targeting
Hezbollah, killing at least 700 people and displacing more than 1,00,000. Among the
dead was Hassan Nasrallah, Secretary-General of Hezbollah.

The Fifth Schedule provides for the
administration of scheduled areas and
Scheduled Tribes (STs) in other parts

ai To protect the unique cultural identity,
of.India. social practices, and rights of tribal
The Sixth Schedule offers a higher populations by giving them a significant

degree of autonomy compared to the
Fifth Schedule, as ADCs have more
executive, legislative, and judicial
powers.

Comparison with degree of self-governance.

Fifth Schedule

It provides for the administration of
tribal areas and applies to the tribal
areas of Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
and Tripura.

Autonomous District Councils (ADCs)
under Sixth Schedule

The Sixth Schedule provides for the
establishment of Autonomous District
Councils in tribal areas, which have
legislative, executive, and judicial
powers

Laws passed by ADCs are applicable only
within the tribal areas and do not require
prior approval from the State Legislature.
However, they must be approved by the
Governor to take effect.

Establishment and management of
village councils.

Provisions:
Each ADC consists of a minimum of 30
members, of which four members are
nominated by the Governor and the
rest are elected by the local
population.

Regulation of marriage, inheritance,
and social practices.

SR -
Social costoms: /

Laws regarding land ownership R ADCs can make laws on several
and transfer. "Management of P subjects, including:

Aand;/ %

World Affairs

5. Israel-Iran conflict - The Hindu

Legislative Powers:

Tensions in the Middle East have intensified, with the escalating conflict between Iran and
Israel raising concerns about a possible full-scale regional crisis. If the situation worsens, it
could significantly affect global crude oil prices, as Iranis a maijor oil producer.

Escalation of Conflict in West Asia »
e Iran’'s Missile Attack: Iran launched missiles on Israel,
intensifying the conflictin West Asia.

e Shift in Israeli Focus: Israeli military has shifted focus from
Hamas in Gazato the Hezbollah in Lebanon.

e Retaliation Concerns: Analysts fear anlsraeliretaliation could
widen the conflict.

e AssassinationImpact: The assassination of Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah has led
to furtherinstability.

e Trade Disruption Risks: The conflict may disrupt trade, as Hezbollah has close ties with
Houthirebelsin Yemen, who frequently attack shipsin the Red Searoute.

Click Here to Join: https://t.me/samyakiasjaipur
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International Monetary
Fund (IMF) data: Trade
volume through the
Suez Canal dropped by
50% year-over-year in
early 2024, while trade
transiting around the
Cape of Good Hope
surged by 74%.

Reasons: Disruptions
in key shipping routes,
particularly through the
Suez Canal and Red
Sea, forcing vessels to
take longer paths
increasing shipping
costs by 15-20%.

Aim: Indian exporters
are urging the
government to
establish an Indian
shipping line to reduce
reliance on foreign
firms.

Benefit: An Indian
shipping line may
benefit MSMEs,
reducing foreign
shipping lines' ability to
dictate terms,

especially during crises.

Surge in Shipping
Costs

Calls for an Indian
Shipping Line

Samyak
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Impact on India

N

Israel-Iran conflict |

Impact on shipping
sector

Trade Vulnerability:
India faces risks due to
potential disruption of
the Red Sea shipping
route, critical for over
$400 billion in trade
with Europe, the US,
Africa, and West Asia.

Hezbollah-Houthi
Involvement: The
involvement of
Hezbollah's allies
(Houthi rebels)
increases the risk of
attacks on ships in this
trade route.

Fears of Protracted
Red Sea Disruption

Decline in Exports:
India's petroleum
exports fell by 38% in
August 2024 compared
to August 2023,
impacted by rising
shipping costs and the
Red Sea crisis.

European Market:
Rising costs have
reduced profit margins,
affecting exports to
Europe, which
accounts for 21% of
India's petroleum
exports.

Impact on Indian
Petroleum Exports

Sectoral Declines:
Despite a 6.8%
increase in exports to
the EU, sectors like
machinery, steel, gems,
jewellery, and footwear
have seen declines.

I Rising Freight Costs:
Increasing freight costs
are straining high-
volume, low-value
exports, reducing
competitiveness.

European Market
Challenges

Increased Trade: Trade
with GCC countries
grew by 17.8%, and
exports to Iran rose by
15.2%, benefiting from

Trade Opportunities in neutrality of regional

West Asia players.

IMEC Project: The
conflict threatens the
progress of the IMEC, a
strategic corridor
connecting India, the
Gulf, and Europe
announced during G20
2023.

Trade Route Goals:
IMEC aims to reduce
reliance on the Suez
Canal through a rail
and ship network, but
the ongoing conflict
poses risks to its
development.

Risk to India-Middle
East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC)

Click Here to Join: https://t.me/samyakiasjaipur
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6. New SEBI rules to curb F&O frenzy, aim to protect small investors - Indian Express

e SEBI has introduced new rules to curb speculation and protect retail investors in the
derivatives market, especially in the Futures & Options (F&0O) segment. The new
regulations focus on minimizing undue risks, increasing market stability, and improving
prudentriskmanagement.

e These changes target speculation by tightening the rules for index derivatives, options
premium collection, and weekly index derivatives products, among others.

Why need for the Rules? »

e The derivatives market, particularly F&O, has seen increased speculative activity,
especially from retail investors in smaller cities. Many of these traders have incurred
losses due to excessive risk-taking.

e To counteract this, SEBI has introduced measures aimed at raising entry barriers,
reducing intraday leverage, and ensuring real-time monitoring to maintain orderly
market behavior.

e The changes also target the practice of options selling and speculative trades on expiry
days, which can cause significant market volatility.

About: A legal agreement to buy or sell an asset at a
predetermined price at a specified time in the future.

Obligatory: Both the buyer and the seller are obligated to
| execute the contract on the expiration date, i.e, the buyer

- F E
( utures contract must buy, and the seller must sell the underlying asset.

Example: If you expect the price of gold to rise, you can

. enter into a gold futures contract to buy gold at a
predetermined price, expecting to sell it at a higher price
later.

Futures and Options

(F&O) About: Gives the buyer the right, but not the obligation, to
buy or sell an asset at a predetermined price before a
specified date.

2 types of options: call options and put options.

Call Option: If you buy
a call option on a stock
Options Contracts: at a strike price of Rs
100, and the stock’s
market price rises to Rs
120, you can exercise
the option to buy the
stock at Rs 100 and
Example: make a profit.

Put Option: If you buy
a put option at Rs 100,
and the stock price
drops to Rs 80, you can
sell the stock at Rs 100,
profiting from the drop.

Click Here to Join: https://t.me/samyakiasjaipur
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7. Govt. printed, then shelved its report on elephant census:

Count fell by 20% in 5 years - Indian Express

A government report detailing the declining elephant population in India, which showed
a 20% decrease over five years, was printed but remains unreleased. The report
identifies significant threats to the species from developmental projects.

About the Report >»

This unreleased report
is the first scientific
estimate of India’s
elephant population,
authored by WII

Itis conducted every About: scientists aynd officials.

five years by the

Wildlife Institute of

India (WII). The elephant census :

The report utilized a
new statistical
modeling approach
based on mark-

The report emphasizes

the need for strategies
that focus on
strengthening corridors
and connectivity,
restoring habitats,
enhancing protection
measures, and
mitigating impacts
from developmental
projects.

Call for Conservation
Strategies:

recapture methods,
unlike previous counts
which relied on direct

The Central Indian and
Eastern Ghats cluster
saw nearly 1,700
elephants lost.

The Western Ghats \
landscape may have
experienced an 18%
decline, particularly in
Kerala, where the
population dropped by
nearly 2,900 elephants
(51%).

The Northeast, home
to a third of India’s
elephant population
(10,139 elephants in
2017), lacks updated
data due to limited
primary data and is
based on extrapolation
from previous counts.
However, the
challenges in the
Northeast include
human habitation, tea
plantations, mines, }

linear infrastructure,
and poaching for ivory.

Statistical Highlights:

Methodology: or dung counts.

Threats to Populations:

Population Decline:

In the Eastern-Central
landscape, threats
include poaching,
railway collisions, and
electrocution from
power lines.

The once-contiguous
Western Ghats
population is now
fragmenting due to
land use changes,
commercial
plantations, human

. encroachment, and
developmental projects.

The elephant count in
India fell by 20% over
five years, with the
most significant losses
in Southern West
Bengal (84%),
Jharkhand (68%), and
Orissa (54%)

Click Here to Join: https://t.me/samyakiasjaipur
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8. Rare and endangered herpetofauna recorded in survey at

Mudumalai Tiger Reserve - The Hindu

A survey of herpetofauna — reptiles and amphibians — within the Mudumalai Tiger
Reserve (MTR), led to the identification of 33 reptiles and 36 amphibians that were
recorded from the region for the first time.

s * 5 P
i
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; ;

New species found >» "-| ¢ Telangana
|~ ; __,J“f'_ (
e Location: Nilgiri District, Tamil Nadu, at the ok 2 T
tri-junction of Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Arabian ' kamatakd b andhra (-
\ , :

Nadu. Sea \ . Pradesh |

e Literal meaning: Mudumalai means \ II'
ancient hillrange (65 million years old). Bandipur , .~
National P&rk%é’ Y /

e Boundaries: Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary akskapweep o ‘.f-“'J'Muduﬂ;lalai
(Kerala) in the west and Bandipur Tiger \

L l\'\‘é i .
. 4 2= Nat | Park
Reserve (Karnataka) in the north. .S ational Par
Periyar .

Ié}Tamil Nady ™"
e Tourist Attraction: Theppakadu elephant Nati AR e
ational Park " { —“ J
cam p' =4 "\.el:,_ ,‘; '? \'-u

A
:

e Vegetation: Tropical evergreen, moist \ l\’n
deciduous, teak forests, grasslands, and | f
swamps.

e Flora:Elephant Grass, giantBamboo, and timber species like Teak and Rosewood.

e Fauna: Elephants, Gaur, Tigers, Panthers, Spotted Deer, Barking Deer, Wild Boar,
Porcupine, etc.

Sci and Tech

9. New research shows why psychedelic drugs hold promise for

treatment of anxiety and depression - Indian Express

Recentresearch has highlighted the potential of psychedelics, particularly serotonergic
compounds, to effectively reduce anxiety-like symptoms. This study sheds light on the
intricate mechanisms through which these substances can impact mental health,
suggesting a path toward developing targeted therapies for anxiety and depression.
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Psychedelics and the Research

DOI was found to
specifically target
fast-firing PV-
positive
interneurons in the
vHpe.

It activates the 5-
HT2Areceptors on
these neurons,
leading to increased Serotonergic
firing ratesand Psychedelics:

Psychedelics are
substances that alter
perception and mood
by interacting with
serotonin receptors
in the brain.

calming signals sent
to other brain How the Drug

regions. Works

i
This mechanism
effectively quiets 5-HT2A Receptor:
overactive neural ,
circuits associated ‘?
with anxiety, ﬁo
resultingina

reduction of anxiety- :
like symptoms. g Psychedellcs Common examples:
and the

Abrain region Research

2

-

A significant
serotonin receptor
involved in mood and
emotional regulation.

LSD (lysergic acid
diethylamide) and
psilocybin, found in
magic mushrooms.

Scientists used the
psychedelic 2,5-
dimethoxy-4-
iodoamphetamine
(DOI), known for its
application in
medical research.

critical for emotional
regulation.
It contains Ventral
parvalbumin (PV)- Hippocampus
positive (vHpc): About the research:
interneurons,which

play arole in
modulating anxiety
and stress.

10. Five-Hundred Aperture Spherical Telescope (FAST) -

The Hindu

China has kicked off of a second phase of construction to enhance the capabilities of

whatis already the world's largest single-dish radio telescope.

Five-Hundred Aperture Spherical Telescope (FAST) »

. The Five-hundred-meter Aperture
. Spherical Telescope (FAST),

. completed on September 25, 2016
: is a radio telescope located in

i southwestern China's

i Guizhou Province.

@The largest “ear”

FAST is the largest radio telescope
in the world.

--------------------------------------- sea

FAST is used to receive radio ((: ]
: waves from astronomical /
radio sources in the sky.

-----------------------------------------
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The receiving area of FAST
is equal to 30 football fields.

111 x30

The second largest:
Puerto Rico's Arecibo Observatory
. v s

305 meters
T —
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